LESSON MAKER PRO
Where Rivers Led

How land and water shaped early farming settlements

$S24.7.5a "Analyze the influence of physical geography on the locations of the early agrarian societies, including the early river valleys
settlements.”

NAME DATE

€@ READ AND MARK Read it twice

YOUR JOB |n each paragraph, underline one physical feature and circle a nearby phrase showing how it
affected where people farmed or settled. Draw a line to connect each feature to its effect.

Choosing Land Beside a River

@ From a boat on the Nile, a traveler in ancient Egypt could see green fields beside a wide river and
dry desert beyond them. The river supplied water in a region with little rain. Its yearly floods left
fertile mud on nearby land, making farming possible along a narrow strip. Farmers also dug
channels to move water to fields. People built many settlements close enough to use the river but
often on higher ground to avoid flood damage. The desert limited where crops could grow, so

communities gathered along the Nile.

@ Between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, Mesopotamia had broad plains that were easier to farm
than the surrounding dry lands. River water and muddy flood deposits supported crops, but
floods could arrive at difficult times and damage fields. Some settlements stood near the rivers on
slightly raised land, where people could reach water without living in the lowest areas. Farmers
built canals to bring water to fields farther from the banks. These choices made river valleys useful

places for farming, even though people had to manage floods and dry spells.

@ Farther east, early communities in the Indus River valley also depended on water in a region
where rainfall could vary. Floods spread fertile silt across the plains, helping farmers grow crops.
Yet rising water could threaten houses, and river channels sometimes shifted. People placed some
settlements on higher ground near the floodplain, keeping access to fields while reducing flood
danger. The river's changing course could also leave a settlement farther from its water supply.
Across these valleys, farmers did not simply choose water; they weighed fertile land against

hazards.
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€ ANSWER WITH EVIDENCE Use the passage

0 How did the Nile and the desert together affect where ancient Egyptians farmed and settled?

e Why did some Mesopotamian settlements stand near rivers but on slightly raised land?

e How could a shift in the Indus River's course change the value of a settlement's location?

o Compare how flood danger affected settlement locations in Egypt and the Indus River valley.

e YOUR TURN Your own words

A group of early farmers reaches an island. Site A is a low coastal marsh with salty water and soft, wet
ground. Site B is an inland valley with a freshwater spring, deep soil, and steep slopes that lose soil
during heavy rain. In four sentences, choose a site, explain how two physical features affect farming or
settlement, and describe one danger and a way to handle it.
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Where Rivers Led

GRADE 7 - SS24.7.5a

PART 1 - READ AND MARK

In each paragraph, underline one physical feature and circle a nearby phrase showing how it affected

where people farmed or settled. Draw a line to connect each feature to its effect. Accept any marking that

follows this job and points at the right text.

PART 2 - ANSWERS
# QUESTION

1 How did the Nile and the desert together
affect where ancient Egyptians farmed and
settled?

2 Why did some Mesopotamian settlements
stand near rivers but on slightly raised
land?

3 How could a shift in the Indus River's

course change the value of a settlement's
location?

4 Compare how flood danger affected
settlement locations in Egypt and the Indus
River valley.

PART 3 - YOUR TURN (SAMPLE ANSWER)

ANSWER

The Nile provided water and fertile mud,
while the dry desert limited farmland. People
farmed and settled along the river.

People could reach river water while avoiding
the lowest areas, where floods could cause
damage.

A settlement could end up farther from the
river and its water supply.

In both places, people settled near rivers for
farming but used higher ground to reduce
flood danger.

| would choose Site B for the farmers' settlement. The freshwater spring would supply water, and the

deep soil would give them a place to grow crops. Heavy rain could wash soil from the steep slopes. They
could build low stone walls across the slopes to help hold the soil in place.

Accept other choices if students accurately connect at least two stated features to farming or settlement.
The danger and proposed response should fit the chosen site.
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