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Routes and Ripples
How Mongol rule changed life across Asia
SS24.8.4b  “Describe how the Mongols influenced the cultural, economic, and social landscape of Asia.”

NAME DATE

1 READ AND MARK Read it twice

YOUR JOB Underline one economic change, circle one cultural change, and write 1 and 2 beside two
social changes in the passage so you can explain how Mongol rule affected different people.

A Connected Empire
A caravan leaving Samarkand carried silk, spices, and metalwork toward cities farther east. By the
late 1200s, Mongol rulers controlled much of the land between Central Asia and China. They
guarded some trade routes and used relay stations where official messengers could change horses.
Merchants could cross large stretches of territory under one empire, so goods and news traveled
between distant markets more easily. Trade was not safe everywhere: armies had destroyed some
cities during the conquests, and rulers collected taxes that could cut into a merchant's profits.

1

A merchant at a busy crossroads might hear several languages in a single day. Mongol rulers
brought skilled workers from one part of their empire to another, sometimes against the workers'
will. In their new homes, these artisans shared ways of making cloth, pottery, and metal objects.
Travelers also carried religious ideas, and many Mongol leaders allowed different faiths to be
practiced. This exchange did not make every community alike. People adapted unfamiliar skills
and ideas to local traditions, creating new mixtures of customs.

2

Changes in daily life depended on who a person was. Some merchants gained customers in
faraway cities, while families in places ruined by conquest had to rebuild homes and farms. Under
the Mongol-led Yuan dynasty in China, rulers gave Mongols and some other groups higher status
than many local Chinese people. Such rules affected access to government jobs and power. The
empire linked communities, but the rewards were unequal. A trader might welcome new contacts,
while a farmer facing heavy taxes or lost land might see Mongol rule differently.

3
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2 ANSWER WITH EVIDENCE Use the passage

1 How did Mongol control of trade routes change economic life for merchants? Include one limit to that
change.

2 How did moving artisans across the empire affect culture in their new homes?

3 How did Yuan rules about status affect social life in China?

4 Why might a merchant and a farmer have viewed Mongol rule differently? Explain an effect on each
person.

3 YOUR TURN Your own words

Imagine you advise a town council under Mongol rule about whether to open a caravan rest stop. In five
or six sentences, recommend a choice and explain how it could affect cultural, economic, and social life,
including a benefit and a cost for different people.
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PART 1 · READ AND MARK
Underline one economic change, circle one cultural change, and write 1 and 2 beside two social changes in the passage so you
can explain how Mongol rule affected different people. Accept any marking that follows this job and points at the right text.

PART 2 · ANSWERS

# QUESTION ANSWER

1 How did Mongol control of trade routes change
economic life for merchants? Include one limit to that
change.

Control of large stretches of territory and guards on some
routes helped merchants reach distant markets. Taxes
could reduce their profits.

2 How did moving artisans across the empire affect
culture in their new homes?

Artisans shared skills for making goods, and people
adapted those skills to local traditions.

3 How did Yuan rules about status affect social life in
China?

Mongols and some other groups had higher status than
many local Chinese people, affecting who could gain
government jobs and power.

4 Why might a merchant and a farmer have viewed
Mongol rule differently? Explain an effect on each
person.

A merchant might have gained distant customers, while a
farmer might have faced heavy taxes or lost land.

PART 3 · YOUR TURN (SAMPLE ANSWER)
I recommend opening a caravan rest stop near our town. Travelers could buy food and supplies, giving local sellers more
customers. Visitors might also share craft skills or religious ideas that residents could adapt to their own traditions. The stop could
create work for some families, but those families might not benefit equally if people with higher status controlled its best jobs. The
council should set fair rules for hiring and make space for local sellers.

Accept other passage-supported examples of cultural, economic, and social change. For the open task, either recommendation is
valid if the student explains its likely effects and identifies a benefit and a cost for different people.
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