LESSON MAKER PRO
Beyond the Battlefield

How Alabama supported U.S. military interests

S$S24.AS.13 "Evaluate the ways in which Alabamians and Alabama military installations supported American interests during military
conflicts of the Cold War and present day.”

NAME DATE

@ READ AND MARK Read it twice

YOUR JOB Underline three ways people or installations in Alabama supported U.S. military interests.
Circle a limit of each contribution so you can judge its impact.

Alabama's Roles in Conflict

@ During the Cold War, U.S. leaders feared that an attack could arrive with little warning. At
Redstone Arsenal in Huntsville, Army teams developed rockets and missile systems as the United
States competed with the Soviet Union. Their work helped build weapons designed to deter attack
and protect U.S. forces. Such support mattered even when no missile was fired: a credible defense
could make an enemy think twice. Still, developing weapons in Alabama did not by itself settle a

conflict. Soldiers, diplomats, and leaders elsewhere had to decide how these tools would be used.

@ The Vietnam War created a different demand: pilots who could move troops and supplies across
difficult terrain. At Fort Rucker in southeastern Alabama, the Army trained helicopter pilots for
that work. Training in Alabama helped prepare crews for missions far from home, but practice
could not remove the danger of flying under fire. Alabamians who served in Vietnam faced risks of
their own. The base's contribution was not a battle fought in Alabama. It was the people and skills

sent into a war whose outcome depended on many forces beyond the base.

@ After 2001, members of the Alabama National Guard deployed to Iraq and Afghanistan,
supporting U.S. operations alongside other forces. Today, Redstone Arsenal houses the Army's
Space and Missile Defense Command, whose work supports defense against missile threats, while
Maxwell Air Force Base in Montgomery hosts Air University, which educates military leaders.
These roles serve different interests: deployed Guard members can meet immediate needs
overseas, while defense work and education prepare forces for threats that may change. None
guarantees success alone. Comparing them means asking both how quickly a contribution helps

and how widely its effects may reach.
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ANSWER WITH EVIDENCE Use the passage

Why could Redstone Arsenal's Cold War work matter even if no missile was fired? What limits its impact?

e How did Fort Rucker's training support U.S. interests in Vietnam, and what could the training not do?

e Why might Alabama National Guard deployments meet a more immediate need than education at
Maxwell Air Force Base? What does Maxwell provide instead?

o Compare Redstone Arsenal's Cold War work with its role today. What changed, and what U.S. interest
connects the two?

e YOUR TURN Your own words

A local museum has room to feature one Alabama contribution from the passage. In 70 to 95 words,
argue which it should feature by comparing it with a contribution from a different time period. State your
criterion for choosing and acknowledge one limit of your choice.
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HIGH SCHOOL - SS24.AS.13

Beyond the Battlefield

PART 1 - READ AND MARK

Underline three ways people or installations in Alabama supported U.S. military interests. Circle a limit of each contribution so you
can judge its impact. Accept any marking that follows this job and points at the right text.

PART 2 - ANSWERS

QUESTION

Why could Redstone Arsenal's Cold War work matter
even if no missile was fired? What limits its impact?

How did Fort Rucker's training support U.S. interests in
Vietnam, and what could the training not do?

Why might Alabama National Guard deployments
meet a more immediate need than education at
Maxwell Air Force Base? What does Maxwell provide
instead?

Compare Redstone Arsenal's Cold War work with its
role today. What changed, and what U.S. interest
connects the two?

ANSWER

Its weapons could deter an attack or protect U.S. forces.
Developing them alone could not settle a conflict; leaders
and others had to decide how to use them.

It prepared helicopter pilots to move troops and supplies.
It could not remove the danger of flying under fire or
determine the war's outcome.

Guard members supported ongoing operations overseas.
Maxwell educates leaders who can help prepare forces
for future missions and changing threats.

Cold War teams developed rockets and missile systems;
today Redstone houses a command that supports defense
against missile threats. Both roles address threats to U.S.

security.

PART 3 - YOUR TURN (SAMPLE ANSWER)

| would feature Fort Rucker's Vietnam-era pilot training rather than today's work at Maxwell Air Force Base. My criterion is how
directly Alabama's work reached an active conflict. Fort Rucker prepared helicopter crews to carry troops and supplies in Vietnam,
while Maxwell educates leaders whose decisions may shape future missions. Maxwell's impact could spread across more
operations, but it is harder to see immediately. Training alone could not keep crews safe or decide the war; still, it met an urgent
wartime need.

Accept different choices in Part 3 if students use accurate passage evidence, compare contributions from different periods, name a
criterion, and recognize a limit.
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