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Justice Beyond Verdicts
Evaluate how trials, rights, and education responded to the Holocaust.
SS24.HOS.21  “Evaluate the extent to which the legal responses, including the Nuremberg Trials, held Nazi officials to account for war
crimes and crimes against humanity.* 21a Assess the contributions of Supreme Court Justice Robert Jackson and the...”

NAME DATE

1 READ AND MARK Read it twice

YOUR JOB Underline two ways trials held Nazi officials accountable, circle two limits of legal responses,
and number three ways rights, testimony, or education extended the response beyond a
verdict.

What Could Justice Accomplish?
In 1945, the Allied powers created the International Military Tribunal at Nuremberg to try major
Nazi leaders. U.S. chief prosecutor Robert Jackson argued that people, not just states, could be
held responsible for planning aggressive war and directing mass murder. He insisted that even
powerful leaders must answer to law, and prosecutors presented Nazi records as evidence. The
tribunal convicted 19 of the 22 defendants who received verdicts, but it tried only a small group.
Many perpetrators were never prosecuted. Jackson's case established a model for individual
accountability, yet a courtroom could not deliver justice for every victim.

1

The Holocaust also shaped the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, adopted by the United
Nations in 1948. The murder of Jews and other targeted people exposed what can happen when
governments deny basic rights. The declaration says people are born free and equal in dignity and
rights. It also condemns torture and recognizes freedom of religion. Its authors did not make it a
criminal trial or a binding treaty. Instead, they stated a worldwide standard against which
governments could be judged. This widened the response beyond punishing specific Nazis, but
declaring rights alone could not guarantee that governments would protect them.

2

In 1961, Israel tried Adolf Eichmann, who had organized the deportation of Jews to killing
centers. Unlike Nuremberg, his trial placed extensive survivor testimony before a worldwide
audience. He was convicted of crimes against humanity and other offenses, then executed in 1962.
Israel's use of the death penalty was exceptional, not a rule adopted by all countries. The trial
renewed calls to prosecute such crimes while raising debates about where defendants could be
tried. Today, museums can pair survivor accounts with transport records and verdicts so visitors
can test denial against evidence. Education preserves memory where legal punishment cannot
reach.

3
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2 ANSWER WITH EVIDENCE Use the passage

1 How did Jackson's argument strengthen accountability, and what limited the Nuremberg tribunal's
reach?

2 How did the Holocaust influence the declaration's rights, and why was the declaration not enough by
itself?

3 What did Eichmann's trial change about public attention to accountability, and what does his sentence
not prove about capital punishment?

4 Why might a museum display survivor accounts beside records and verdicts instead of relying on trial
verdicts alone?

3 YOUR TURN Your own words

Your school is planning a small exhibition called "Justice and Memory." In one paragraph, propose two
display stations and argue how they would work together to expose a limit of legal responses and
counter Holocaust denial. Use at least two specific facts from the passage.
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PART 1 · READ AND MARK
Underline two ways trials held Nazi officials accountable, circle two limits of legal responses, and number three ways rights,
testimony, or education extended the response beyond a verdict. Accept any marking that follows this job and points at the right
text.

PART 2 · ANSWERS

# QUESTION ANSWER

1 How did Jackson's argument strengthen
accountability, and what limited the Nuremberg
tribunal's reach?

Jackson argued that powerful individuals could be held
responsible under law. The tribunal tried only a small
group, and many perpetrators were never prosecuted.

2 How did the Holocaust influence the declaration's
rights, and why was the declaration not enough by
itself?

The persecution and murder of targeted people showed
the danger of denying rights. The declaration set
standards for equality and other rights, but it was not a
binding treaty and could not guarantee protection.

3 What did Eichmann's trial change about public
attention to accountability, and what does his
sentence not prove about capital punishment?

The trial brought extensive survivor testimony to a
worldwide audience and renewed calls to prosecute
crimes against humanity. His execution does not show
that all countries adopted the death penalty for such
crimes.

4 Why might a museum display survivor accounts
beside records and verdicts instead of relying on trial
verdicts alone?

The combined evidence lets visitors test Holocaust denial
against multiple sources. Education also preserves
memory of victims whom legal punishment could not fully
serve.

PART 3 · YOUR TURN (SAMPLE ANSWER)
One station would show Nazi records used at Nuremberg beside Jackson's argument that powerful people must answer to law. A
second would pair survivor testimony from Eichmann's trial with transport records. Together, the stations would show that courts
could hold individuals responsible but could not try every perpetrator or deliver justice for every victim. Visitors could compare
testimony with documents rather than accept a denier's claim without evidence. The exhibition would preserve survivors'
experiences while showing both the power and the limits of a verdict.

Accept other supported evaluations that distinguish legal accountability from its limits. For the exhibition paragraph, look for two
distinct stations, at least two accurate passage facts, and an explanation of how the stations counter denial.
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