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Life Beyond Lies
Jewish practices and the false claims used to distort them
SS24.HOS.2a  “Identify core practices and tenets within historical and modern Judaism and analyze the historical and modern
antisemitic beliefs about Jewish life and religion.”

NAME DATE

1 READ AND MARK Read it twice

YOUR JOB Underline three details about Jewish beliefs or practices, circle two details showing
differences among Jewish people, and number each false antisemitic claim you find. Use
your marks to separate descriptions of Jewish life from claims made about it.

Jewish Life, Then and Now
In 1930s Warsaw, Poland, Jewish neighbors did not all live alike. Some families welcomed
Shabbat, the weekly day of rest, by lighting candles before sunset on Friday and gathering for a
meal. They might attend synagogue on Saturday to pray and read from the Torah, a central sacred
text. Some kept kosher, following Jewish dietary laws, while others did not. Some Jews were
religious, and others were secular but valued Jewish languages, music, or family traditions. They
also disagreed about politics and their future in Poland. These differences were part of Jewish life,
not evidence of a secret community.

1

Across Europe, antisemites had long spread the blood libel, a false claim that Jews used Christian
children's blood in religious rituals. Jewish law forbids murder, and this accusation did not
describe Jewish worship. In some places, the lie fueled attacks on Jewish communities. In the
1930s, Nazi propaganda added claims that Jews were a dangerous group secretly controlling
society. Such claims treated people with different beliefs and ways of life as one threatening force.
They were not explanations of Judaism. They were tools for blaming and excluding Jews, which
helped make persecution seem acceptable to some audiences.

2

Jewish life continues today in many forms. Some Jews attend synagogue, observe Shabbat, and
study the Torah. Others express Jewish identity through family gatherings, culture, or community
service without following every religious practice. Belief in one God remains a central tenet of
Judaism, although individuals differ in belief and observance. Antisemitic posts still falsely claim
that Jews control banks, news, or governments. Those claims repeat the older conspiracy idea in
newer media. To assess a statement, ask whether it describes a real practice while allowing for
differences, or turns all Jews into a secret, powerful enemy.

3
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2 ANSWER WITH EVIDENCE Use the passage

1 How do two details from the Warsaw paragraph show that Jewish life in the 1930s was not the same for
everyone?

2 Why was the historical blood libel a false account of Jewish religion, and what harm could it cause?

3 What idea connects the Nazi propaganda claim in the passage to the antisemitic posts described today?

4 How does the passage distinguish a description of Jewish practice from an antisemitic claim about Jews?

3 YOUR TURN Your own words

Write a four- or five-sentence caption for a display called “Jewish Life, Then and Now.” Include one detail
from 1930s Warsaw and one from Jewish life today, then explain why an older false claim and a current
online conspiracy claim do not describe Judaism.
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PART 1 · READ AND MARK
Underline three details about Jewish beliefs or practices, circle two details showing differences among Jewish people, and number
each false antisemitic claim you find. Use your marks to separate descriptions of Jewish life from claims made about it. Accept any
marking that follows this job and points at the right text.

PART 2 · ANSWERS

# QUESTION ANSWER

1 How do two details from the Warsaw paragraph show
that Jewish life in the 1930s was not the same for
everyone?

Some Jews kept kosher while others did not, and
religious and secular Jews expressed Jewish identity in
different ways. Jews also disagreed about politics and
their future in Poland.

2 Why was the historical blood libel a false account of
Jewish religion, and what harm could it cause?

It invented a ritual involving murder, which Jewish law
forbids. In some places, the lie fueled attacks on Jewish
communities.

3 What idea connects the Nazi propaganda claim in the
passage to the antisemitic posts described today?

Both falsely present Jews as one group secretly
controlling society or its institutions.

4 How does the passage distinguish a description of
Jewish practice from an antisemitic claim about Jews?

A description names a real practice, such as observing
Shabbat, while allowing for differences among Jews. An
antisemitic claim falsely casts all Jews as a secret,
powerful enemy.

PART 3 · YOUR TURN (SAMPLE ANSWER)
In 1930s Warsaw, some Jewish families marked Shabbat with a meal, while others expressed Jewish identity through languages
and traditions without following every religious practice. Today, Jewish people may attend synagogue or take part in community
service, so no single routine describes everyone. The historical blood libel invented a violent ritual that Jewish law forbids and was
used to fuel attacks. Online claims that Jews secretly control governments repeat the older pattern of casting a diverse group as
one hidden enemy, rather than describing a Jewish belief or practice.

Accept other passage-supported examples of varied Jewish life. Responses should identify the blood libel and control
conspiracies as false antisemitic claims, not treat them as Jewish beliefs.
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