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Messages and Fear
How Nazi propaganda reached daily life
SS24.HOS.5a  “Describe how the Nazis utilized various forms of propaganda, including education and youth programs, to indoctrinate
the German population and exploit antisemitic attitudes among the German people to create an atmosphere of terror.*”

NAME DATE

1 READ AND MARK Read it twice

YOUR JOB Underline one example each of propaganda in mass media, schools, and youth programs.
Circle a false claim the Nazis spread, then write 1 beside a detail that encouraged prejudice
and 2 beside a detail showing fear or violence that followed.

From Repeated Claims to Public Threats
In 1930s Germany, Nazi leaders tried to make their ideas seem unavoidable. The government
controlled radio broadcasts and much of the press, filling them with speeches, slogans, and stories
that praised Adolf Hitler. Posters at rallies presented a united nation led by him. Nazi propaganda
falsely blamed Jews for Germany's economic troubles and defeat in World War I, drawing on
antisemitic beliefs that already existed. Repeating these claims in public did not convince
everyone, but it made discrimination seem acceptable to some neighbors. A person could hear the
same accusation at home, on the street, and in the newspaper.

1

The message also reached children in classrooms. Nazi authorities changed textbooks and lessons
so students encountered racist claims presented as facts. Teachers were pressured to praise Hitler
and teach loyalty to the Nazi state. Outside school, the Hitler Youth for boys and the League of
German Girls organized activities that mixed games, physical training, and Nazi ideas. In 1939,
membership became compulsory for most eligible young people, though some resisted. Children
were taught to think of Jews as outsiders and to value obedience over questioning. School and
youth activities gave repeated messages the appearance of ordinary learning and belonging.

2

Propaganda worked alongside laws and violence. After the Nazis took power in 1933, they
organized a boycott of Jewish businesses. Public signs and newspaper attacks marked Jewish
people for exclusion, while laws later stripped them of rights. During the November 1938 pogrom
known as Kristallnacht, Nazi forces and supporters burned synagogues, smashed Jewish shops,
and arrested thousands of Jewish men. Repeated false claims helped some bystanders accept
these attacks. Some Germans objected or helped Jewish neighbors, but fear of punishment made
open resistance dangerous. Jewish families faced threats, and many bystanders stayed silent.

3
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2 ANSWER WITH EVIDENCE Use the passage

1 How could repeating the same false accusation on the radio and in newspapers affect some neighbors'
response to discrimination?

2 How did changes in classrooms make Nazi claims seem credible to students?

3 How did Nazi youth groups use appealing activities to spread a harmful belief?

4 How did propaganda and fear work together during the persecution described in the final paragraph?

3 YOUR TURN Your own words

Write a 75 to 100 word museum label titled "A Child's Day under Nazism." Follow a young person from
school to a youth meeting to a public street, showing how repeated Nazi messages and a visible
consequence could shape what the young person believed or feared. Use at least three accurate details
from the passage and make clear that the Nazi claims about Jews were false.
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PART 1 · READ AND MARK
Underline one example each of propaganda in mass media, schools, and youth programs. Circle a false claim the Nazis spread,
then write 1 beside a detail that encouraged prejudice and 2 beside a detail showing fear or violence that followed. Accept any
marking that follows this job and points at the right text.

PART 2 · ANSWERS

# QUESTION ANSWER

1 How could repeating the same false accusation on the
radio and in newspapers affect some neighbors'
response to discrimination?

The repeated claim could make discrimination against
Jews seem acceptable to some neighbors, even though it
did not convince everyone.

2 How did changes in classrooms make Nazi claims
seem credible to students?

Textbooks presented racist claims as facts, while teachers
were pressured to praise Hitler and teach loyalty to the
Nazi state.

3 How did Nazi youth groups use appealing activities to
spread a harmful belief?

The groups mixed games and physical training with Nazi
ideas, including the false message that Jews were
outsiders.

4 How did propaganda and fear work together during
the persecution described in the final paragraph?

Repeated false claims helped some bystanders accept
attacks on Jews. Others objected, but fear of punishment
made open resistance dangerous.

PART 3 · YOUR TURN (SAMPLE ANSWER)
A Child's Day under Nazism: At school, a student reads a textbook that presents racist lies as facts. A teacher urges loyalty to Hitler.
Later, a youth group combines games with lessons that describe Jewish people as outsiders. On the way home, the student passes
a Jewish shop marked for a Nazi boycott. The same false message has moved from lesson to group activity to public action. The
student might begin to accept exclusion, or might disagree but fear speaking up. This is how propaganda and intimidation could
work together without persuading everyone.

Accept responses that accurately link repeated false claims to exclusion or intimidation without suggesting that all Germans
believed the claims. For the museum label, check the required sequence, three passage-based details, and the 75 to 100 word
limit.
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