LESSON MAKER PRO
Beyond the Buildings

Assess the effects of attacks on Jewish community life in Nazi Germany.

S$S24.HOS.8a "Assess how the destruction of Jewish cultural and religious institutions affected German Jews.”

NAME DATE

€@ READ AND MARK Read it twice

YOUR JOB Underline three kinds of Jewish institutions named in the passage. Number two ways their
destruction changed daily life, and draw an arrow from each effect to the institution it
connects to.

What a Community Lost

@ On November 9 and 10, 1938, Nazi leaders unleashed a nationwide attack on Jewish communities
in Germany. Police often stood aside as attackers burned synagogues, smashed prayer books, and
destroyed Torah scrolls. A synagogue was more than a place for weekly services: it brought
families together for holidays, study, and major life events. When its doors were wrecked, German
Jews lost a familiar place to practice their faith and meet neighbors. Public violence also sent a
warning. If a community's sacred spaces could be attacked without protection, many Jews could

no longer expect safety in ordinary public life.

@ In some towns, attackers also ruined Jewish libraries, meeting rooms, and community records.
These places held books for learning and spaces where people organized help for neighbors. Their
loss made it harder to pass on traditions and gather for mutual support. In November 1938, the
Nazi government also forced Jewish children out of public schools. Some attended separate
Jewish schools, but these faced growing restrictions and were eventually banned in 1942. The loss
of educational spaces narrowed young people's opportunities and separated them further from

classmates and wider German society.

@ German Jews responded in different ways. Some held prayers in homes or sought help through
surviving Jewish organizations. Yet private meetings could not fully replace public buildings,
teachers, or collections built over generations. Families trying to leave Germany faced visa limits
and the loss of property, so departure was not possible for everyone. Destroying institutions
therefore did more than damage buildings: it disrupted religious practice, weakened networks of
care and learning, and made Jewish life more isolated. Those effects came from Nazi persecution,

not from any failure of Jewish communities to preserve their traditions.
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ANSWER WITH EVIDENCE Use the passage

How did the burning of synagogues affect German Jews beyond the loss of a place to pray?

e How could damage to libraries and meeting rooms weaken a community's ability to care for its
members?

e How did restrictions on Jewish children's schooling add to the effects of attacks on community
institutions?

o Why could prayers in homes and help from surviving organizations not fully undo the harm caused by
the attacks?

e YOUR TURN Your own words

Imagine a Jewish community in Germany in late 1938 considering a rented room after its synagogue and
meeting room were destroyed. In one paragraph, assess two different losses the room might help
address and explain one important need it could not fully meet; use evidence from the passage without

copying its sentences.
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Beyond the Buildings

HIGH SCHOOL - SS24.HOS.8a

PART 1 - READ AND MARK

Underline three kinds of Jewish institutions named in the passage. Number two ways their destruction changed daily life, and draw
an arrow from each effect to the institution it connects to. Accept any marking that follows this job and points at the right text.

PART 2 - ANSWERS

# QUESTION

1 How did the burning of synagogues affect German
Jews beyond the loss of a place to pray?

2 How could damage to libraries and meeting rooms
weaken a community's ability to care for its members?

3 How did restrictions on Jewish children's schooling
add to the effects of attacks on community
institutions?

4 Why could prayers in homes and help from surviving
organizations not fully undo the harm caused by the
attacks?

PART 3 - YOUR TURN (SAMPLE ANSWER)

ANSWER

It took away a place to gather for holidays, study, and
major life events. The attacks also made many Jews feel
less safe in public.

The damage reduced access to books used to pass on
traditions and to spaces where neighbors organized help
and supported one another.

They narrowed children's opportunities and separated
them further from classmates and wider German society.
Separate Jewish schools later faced restrictions and were
banned in 1942.

Private gatherings and surviving groups could offer
support, but they could not fully replace public buildings,
teachers, or collections built over generations.

A rented room could give families a place to pray together again, restoring some of the shared holiday life lost when the
synagogue burned. It could also provide a meeting place where neighbors organize support and teach children religious
traditions. But a single room would not replace destroyed books and community records, or make public worship safe when police
had failed to protect Jewish buildings. It also could not undo the government's exclusion of Jewish children from public schools.

Accept other passage-supported effects, including lost opportunities to study or increased isolation. Responses should explain
how an institutional loss affected people, not simply list damaged buildings.
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