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Beyond the Party Label
How parties shape voters, lawmakers, and a public debate
SS24.USG.10b  “Assess the impact of political parties on citizens and elected officials, including the increase of political polarization,
rise of independent voters, and disillusionment with party systems.”

NAME DATE

1 READ AND MARK Read it twice

YOUR JOB Underline two ways parties shape Vega's choices, circle two ways residents respond to
parties, and write 1 beside a possible benefit and 2 beside a possible cost of these effects.

The Broadband Town Hall
In a fictional congressional district, Representative Vega proposes federal grants to expand rural
broadband. Her party's local committee helps publicize the bill and recruits volunteers for a town
hall. For residents who cannot follow every vote, a party label offers a rough guide to a candidate's
priorities. For Vega, party colleagues can supply research, campaign support, and allies to move
the bill through Congress. These advantages have limits: a label cannot reveal every position, and
colleagues may demand changes that fit the party's broader agenda rather than the district's
needs.

1

At the town hall, some residents want reliable internet but disagree about federal spending. Party
activists urge Vega to attack the other party instead of negotiating over grant rules. If Vega fears a
primary challenge from within her party, compromise may look risky even when it could win
broader support. Voters who hear only accusations may start viewing opponents as enemies
rather than potential partners. This is political polarization: positions and identities harden
around opposing parties. It can energize participation, but it can also narrow lawmakers' choices
and make a workable broadband bill harder to pass.

2

A resident at the meeting says she is an independent: she does not identify with either major
party, though she may still vote for one party's candidate. As independent identification rises,
candidates may work harder to earn votes beyond a loyal party base; this does not mean those
voters always split their ballots or avoid elections. Another resident says both parties seem more
interested in winning than fixing the internet problem, so he may stop attending meetings. His
disillusionment is different from an independent label. It can reduce civic participation, even as
dissatisfaction may push some people toward new candidates or local organizing.

3
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2 ANSWER WITH EVIDENCE Use the passage

1 How could party support both help Vega advance the bill and limit her response to her district?

2 Why might a primary challenge make polarization affect Vega's willingness to compromise?

3 How could rising independent identification change Vega's campaign strategy without telling her exactly
how independents will vote?

4 Compare how the independent resident and the disillusioned resident might affect civic participation.

3 YOUR TURN Your own words

Imagine your state legislature is debating a bill to replace lead water pipes. Write one paragraph
explaining how polarization, independent voters, and disillusionment might shape residents' actions and
lawmakers' choices, then propose one specific way to keep residents involved.
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PART 1 · READ AND MARK
Underline two ways parties shape Vega's choices, circle two ways residents respond to parties, and write 1 beside a possible
benefit and 2 beside a possible cost of these effects. Accept any marking that follows this job and points at the right text.

PART 2 · ANSWERS

# QUESTION ANSWER

1 How could party support both help Vega advance the
bill and limit her response to her district?

Party colleagues could provide research, campaign
support, and allies, but they might demand changes that
fit the party's agenda instead of the district's needs.

2 Why might a primary challenge make polarization
affect Vega's willingness to compromise?

Vega may fear that a challenger within her party would
use a compromise against her, even if it could attract
broader support for the bill.

3 How could rising independent identification change
Vega's campaign strategy without telling her exactly
how independents will vote?

Vega may need to earn support beyond her party's loyal
voters, but independent voters may still choose her
party's candidate and do not necessarily split their ballots.

4 Compare how the independent resident and the
disillusioned resident might affect civic participation.

The independent resident may still vote for a party's
candidate. The disillusioned resident may stop attending
meetings, although dissatisfaction could also lead to
organizing or support for new candidates.

PART 3 · YOUR TURN (SAMPLE ANSWER)
For a bill to replace lead water pipes, polarized party leaders might treat each amendment as a test of loyalty, making lawmakers
reluctant to negotiate over costs. Independents could press candidates from either party to explain which neighborhoods receive
repairs first. Residents tired of partisan attacks might skip hearings, leaving affected families unheard. A lawmaker could hold a
public hearing with written questions and publish a nonpartisan list of repair priorities. That step would let residents evaluate the
plan even if party trust remains low.

Accept other passage-supported benefits and costs in Part 1. For Part 3, look for plausible effects on both residents and lawmakers,
plus a concrete participation strategy.
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