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Beyond the Bookstacks
Trace claims, evidence, and reasoning in a model literary analysis.
ELA.12.C.1.4  “Write an in-depth analysis of complex texts using logical organization and appropriate tone and voice, demonstrating a
thorough understanding of the subject.”

NAME DATE

1 READ AND MARK Read it twice

YOUR JOB Underline the passage's main claim and final conclusion. Circle evidence that supports the
claim, then number each place where the writer explains how the evidence supports a
balanced assessment.

The Complex Legacy of Carnegie Libraries
When New York City opened its first Carnegie libraries in the early twentieth century, the
buildings offered more than shelves of books. Their wide steps, high windows, and reading rooms
announced that study belonged in public life. Yet the architecture also carried limits. Many
branches separated children from adults, enforced silence rigidly, and reflected neighborhoods
that had political influence when sites were chosen. Examining these libraries requires more than
praising philanthropy or condemning it. The buildings show how public institutions can widen
access while still preserving the social assumptions of their era.

1

Andrew Carnegie's grants funded construction, but cities had to provide land and commit to
annual support. This arrangement made a branch a civic project rather than a gift without
obligations. The requirement could strengthen local investment, since municipal leaders had to
plan for staffing, heating, and collections. At the same time, it favored communities able to raise
tax revenue and organize a formal application. Thus, the program's celebrated scale, more than
1,600 libraries in the United States, demonstrates both ambition and uneven capacity. The grants
opened doors, but they did not erase the economic differences that shaped which doors appeared.

2

Later changes in library practice reveal why the original buildings should not be treated as frozen
monuments. As populations shifted, some branches added meeting rooms, multilingual materials,
computer access, and services for job seekers. These changes did not reject the older ideal of
shared learning; they tested whether that ideal could serve people whose needs were previously
overlooked. A careful assessment, then, recognizes a tension: Carnegie libraries expanded a
national network of free reading spaces, yet their funding rules and early designs could reproduce
inequality. That balanced conclusion is stronger than a simple verdict because it accounts for
purpose, structure, and consequence.

3
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2 ANSWER WITH EVIDENCE Use the passage

1 What central claim does the first paragraph make about Carnegie libraries? Explain how the paragraph
qualifies a purely positive view of them.

2 How does the requirement that cities provide land and annual support contribute to the passage's
balanced analysis? Use two effects named in the second paragraph.

3 What role does the detail about more than 1,600 libraries in the United States play in the writer's
reasoning?

4 How do the examples of later library changes support the conclusion that a simple verdict is inadequate?

3 YOUR TURN Your own words

Write a two-paragraph analysis of 150 to 180 words explaining how the passage develops a balanced
assessment of Carnegie libraries. State a clear claim, use at least three specific details from the passage,
and explain how those details support your claim.
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A N S W E R  K E Y  Beyond the Bookstacks GRADE 12 · ELA.12.C.1.4

PART 1 · READ AND MARK
Underline the passage's main claim and final conclusion. Circle evidence that supports the claim, then number each place where
the writer explains how the evidence supports a balanced assessment. Accept any marking that follows this job and points at the
right text.

PART 2 · ANSWERS

# QUESTION ANSWER

1 What central claim does the first paragraph make
about Carnegie libraries? Explain how the paragraph
qualifies a purely positive view of them.

The paragraph argues that Carnegie libraries widened
public access to learning while preserving some social
assumptions and limits of their era. It qualifies a positive
view by noting rigid rules, separation by age, and site
choices influenced by politically powerful
neighborhoods.

2 How does the requirement that cities provide land
and annual support contribute to the passage's
balanced analysis? Use two effects named in the
second paragraph.

The requirement promoted local investment and planning
for staffing, heating, and collections, but it favored
communities with sufficient tax revenue and the ability to
organize a formal application.

3 What role does the detail about more than 1,600
libraries in the United States play in the writer's
reasoning?

The number establishes the program's large scale and
ambition, while the surrounding discussion shows that
broad reach did not eliminate unequal community
capacity.

4 How do the examples of later library changes support
the conclusion that a simple verdict is inadequate?

Meeting rooms, multilingual materials, computer access,
and job services show that libraries adapted to serve
needs that earlier designs had overlooked. These changes
complicate a fixed judgment about the original
institutions.

PART 3 · YOUR TURN (SAMPLE ANSWER)
Rather than presenting Carnegie libraries as either generous gifts or failures, the passage argues that they combined expanded
access with persistent inequality. Its first paragraph establishes this tension through architecture: public steps and reading rooms
signal that study belongs in civic life, while rigid silence and site selection reveal whose interests shaped the branches. This contrast
gives the analysis an appropriate measured tone. The writer neither dismisses the libraries' cultural value nor treats their presence
as proof of equal opportunity. The second and third paragraphs deepen the claim by tracing consequences. Requiring cities to
supply land and annual support encouraged planning for staff and collections, but it also advantaged places with tax revenue and
formal organizations. The number of United States libraries shows the program's reach, yet the passage uses that scale to raise
questions about uneven capacity. Finally, later additions such as multilingual materials and job services demonstrate that a library's
mission can change. By connecting purpose, funding, design, and later adaptation, the conclusion explains why a simple verdict
would be inadequate.

Accept responses that make a defensible claim about the passage's balanced analysis and explain relevant textual evidence. For
the open response, look for logical organization, an analytical tone, and explanation rather than a list of details.
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