LESSON MAKER PRO
Living Shorelines

Trace how an author develops and qualifies a central idea.

ELA.12.R.2 "Reading Informational Text”

NAME DATE

€@ READ AND MARK Read it twice

YOUR JOB Underline one sentence in each paragraph that develops the author's central idea, then
number the sentences 1, 2, and 3 to show how the idea becomes more specific or qualified.

Oyster Reefs at Work

@ Along vulnerable shorelines, communities are rebuilding oyster reefs for more than seafood
harvest. Clusters of oysters form rough, porous barriers that slow and redirect incoming waves.
That process can reduce the force reaching marshes or developed land behind the reef. Unlike a
concrete seawall, a living reef may expand as oysters settle and grow. Reefs also create habitat for
fish and crabs and can filter water as oysters feed. These combined benefits have made them an

attractive tool for planners looking for ways to protect coasts while supporting local ecosystems.

@ Field projects show why location and design matter. In calm, shallow water, builders often place
recycled oyster shell or other approved material where young oysters can attach. Over time, the
growing reef can become taller and more complex, increasing its ability to break up small waves.
Scientists measure changes in reef height, oyster survival, and nearby shoreline movement to
judge whether a project is working. These observations provide evidence for the reef's protective

role, but they do not show that every reef will perform the same way in every storm.

@ For that reason, restoration groups usually describe oyster reefs as one part of a broader coastal
plan, rather than a universal substitute for seawalls or evacuation measures. Oysters need suitable
salinity, water quality, and a stable place to attach, and extreme storms can damage a new reef
before it is established. Projects also require permits, money, and cooperation from waterfront
residents and fishers. By ending with these constraints, the discussion shifts from a promising
idea to a measured conclusion: oyster reefs can offer valuable protection and ecological benefits

when communities match the project to local conditions.
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ANSWER WITH EVIDENCE Use the passage

What is the passage's central idea? Include the condition that limits the author's claim.

e How does paragraph 1 introduce the central idea? Identify two benefits the author uses to frame oyster
reef restoration.

e How does paragraph 2 develop the author's claim? Explain the role of both the field measurements and
the final caution.

O Why does the author end with the constraints on oyster reef projects in paragraph 3?

e YOUR TURN Your own words

Write exactly three sentences explaining how the passage develops its central idea from paragraph 1
through paragraph 3. Refer to a different detail from each paragraph.
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Living Shorelines

GRADE 12 - ELA.12.R.2

PART 1 - READ AND MARK

Underline one sentence in each paragraph that develops the author's central idea, then number the sentences 1, 2,
and 3 to show how the idea becomes more specific or qualified. Accept any marking that follows this job and points

atthe right text.

PART 2 - ANSWERS
# QUESTION

1 What is the passage's central idea? Include the
condition that limits the author's claim.

2 How does paragraph 1 introduce the central
idea? Identify two benefits the author uses to

frame oyster reef restoration.

3 How does paragraph 2 develop the author's
claim? Explain the role of both the field
measurements and the final caution.

4 Why does the author end with the constraints
on oyster reef projects in paragraph 3?

PART 3 - YOUR TURN (SAMPLE ANSWER)

ANSWER

Oyster reefs can protect shorelines and support
ecosystems, but they are most effective when
projects fit local conditions and are part of a
broader coastal plan.

It presents reefs as barriers that can reduce wave
force and as living systems that create habitat and
filter water.

The measurements provide evidence that reefs can
protect shorelines, while the caution shows that
results vary by location and storm conditions.

The constraints qualify the earlier benefits and lead
to the measured conclusion that reefs are useful
only when matched to local conditions and
planning needs.

Paragraph 1 introduces oyster reefs as a way to reduce wave energy while creating habitat. Paragraph 2 develops
that claim with measurements from field projects, then cautions that results vary by storm and location. Paragraph 3

narrows the conclusion by showing that reefs work best as part of a coastal plan suited to local conditions.

Accept equivalent statements of the central idea that include both the benefits of oyster reefs and the limits on their
use. For the open response, look for a clear explanation of the progression from benefits, to evidence and caution, to

a qualified conclusion.
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