
L E S S O N  M A K E R  P R O GRADE 6 · SS.6.G.2.5

Boundaries and Bridges
Read how a sea can divide regions and connect cultures.

SS.6.G.2.5  “Interpret how geographic boundaries invite or limit interaction with other regions and cultures.”

NAME DATE

1 READ AND MARK Read it twice

YOUR JOB Underline each geographic boundary or travel route, then write L beside details that limit
interaction and I beside details that invite interaction, so you can compare their effects.

The Mediterranean Connection

The Mediterranean Sea lies between southern Europe, North Africa, and Southwest Asia. Its water

made travel harder than walking across land, especially before modern engines. Storms, long

distances, and the need for ships limited everyday contact between inland communities. Yet the

sea also formed a broad travel route. Coastal people could load goods onto boats and reach many

ports. A boundary can therefore separate regions while giving people a shared path for travel and

exchange.

1

More than two thousand years ago, Phoenician sailors traveled among Mediterranean ports. Their

home cities stood on the eastern shore, but their ships reached places as far as North Africa,

Iberia, and islands in between. They traded items such as timber, purple dye, metal, and pottery.

Their voyages also brought different languages, beliefs, and skills into contact. The sea invited

interaction because ships could carry large loads from one coastal community to another over

water.

2

Today the Mediterranean still joins nearby coasts, but it does not remove every barrier. The Strait

of Gibraltar is a narrow waterway between Spain and Morocco that links the Mediterranean Sea

with the Atlantic Ocean. Ships can use it as a gateway, while its water still separates the two

countries. Weather, travel costs, and border rules can limit who crosses. Ferries and shipping

routes can invite trade, tourism, and meetings among people from different cultures today.

3

Made free with Lesson Maker Pro · lessonmakerpro.com/standards/fl-social-studies/ss-6-g-2-5 Student page 1 of 2



2 ANSWER WITH EVIDENCE Use the passage

1 How did storms, long distances, and the need for ships limit interaction across the Mediterranean Sea?

2 How did coastal people use the Mediterranean Sea to invite interaction with other regions?

3 Explain how Phoenician voyages show that the Mediterranean was a boundary that also connected
cultures.

4 Why is the Strait of Gibraltar both a gateway and a limit on interaction between nearby regions?

3 YOUR TURN Your own words

Choose a real or imagined geographic boundary between two regions. Write 4 or 5 sentences explaining
one way it limits interaction and one way people cross or use it to invite interaction. Name one travel
challenge and one way people respond to it.
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A N S W E R  K E Y  Boundaries and Bridges GRADE 6 · SS.6.G.2.5

PART 1 · READ AND MARK

Underline each geographic boundary or travel route, then write L beside details that limit interaction and
I beside details that invite interaction, so you can compare their effects. Accept any marking that follows
this job and points at the right text.

PART 2 · ANSWERS

# QUESTION ANSWER

1 How did storms, long distances, and the
need for ships limit interaction across the
Mediterranean Sea?

They made travel across the sea difficult,
especially for people in inland communities.

2 How did coastal people use the
Mediterranean Sea to invite interaction
with other regions?

They loaded goods onto boats and traveled to
ports in other coastal regions.

3 Explain how Phoenician voyages show that
the Mediterranean was a boundary that
also connected cultures.

Phoenician sailors traveled to distant ports to
trade goods, bringing different languages,
beliefs, and skills into contact.

4 Why is the Strait of Gibraltar both a
gateway and a limit on interaction between
nearby regions?

It links the Mediterranean Sea and Atlantic
Ocean, so ships can travel through it. Its water
separates Spain and Morocco, and weather,
costs, and border rules can limit crossings.

PART 3 · YOUR TURN (SAMPLE ANSWER)

The English Channel separates southern England from northern France. Water and rough weather can
slow travel, limiting contact compared with a land road. Ferries and the Channel Tunnel provide ways for
people and goods to cross. These links invite trade and cultural exchange, while safety rules and reliable
vehicles help people respond to the travel challenge.

Accept equivalent explanations that connect a physical boundary or route to limited or increased
interaction. For Your Turn, accept any accurate real example or a logical imagined example that includes
both a limit and a connection.
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