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When Help Arrives
How government assistance is connected to eligibility rules

SS.8.FL.1.8  “Discuss the fact that some people receive income support from government because they have low incomes or qualify in
other ways for government assistance.”

NAME DATE

1 READ AND MARK Read it twice

YOUR JOB Underline each reason a person might qualify for government assistance, and circle each
named government program.

Income Support and Eligibility

Income support is money or help that a government provides to people who meet program rules.

It can help households pay for food, housing, health care, or other basic needs when their earnings

are low. Government assistance is not the same as a paycheck from an employer. Programs use

rules to decide who may receive help. Those rules can consider income, household size, age,

disability, work history, military service, or a temporary loss of work as well.

1

Different government programs serve different groups. For example, SNAP can help eligible

people buy food, and Medicaid can provide health coverage for eligible people. Unemployment

insurance may replace part of a worker's wages after a qualifying job loss. Social Security benefits

can support some retired workers, survivors, and people with qualifying disabilities. A person

does not receive assistance simply by wanting it. Agencies review applications and may ask for

documents such as pay records, identification, or proof of household members.

2

Income support can affect a family's choices during a difficult time. Food assistance may free

some money for rent or utilities, while health coverage may reduce large medical bills. Still,

assistance has limits and rules, and benefits may change when income or household

circumstances change. Governments fund these programs with public money and set eligibility

requirements. When discussing assistance, avoid assuming that every low-income person receives

it or that all recipients have the same reason for qualifying. Ask which program rules apply.

3
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2 ANSWER WITH EVIDENCE Use the passage

1 How is government assistance different from a paycheck from an employer?

2 Name two factors that program rules may consider when deciding whether a person qualifies for
assistance.

3 What kind of support might SNAP provide, and what kind might unemployment insurance provide?

4 Why should you not assume that every person with a low income receives government assistance?

3 YOUR TURN Your own words

Write exactly three sentences about a fictional person or household that might apply for government
assistance. Include one reason they might qualify, one type of support they might seek, and one
document an agency could review.
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A N S W E R  K E Y  When Help Arrives GRADE 8 · SS.8.FL.1.8

PART 1 · READ AND MARK

Underline each reason a person might qualify for government assistance, and circle each named
government program. Accept any marking that follows this job and points at the right text.

PART 2 · ANSWERS

# QUESTION ANSWER

1 How is government assistance different
from a paycheck from an employer?

Government assistance is money or help
provided by the government to people who
meet program rules. A paycheck is income
earned from an employer.

2 Name two factors that program rules may
consider when deciding whether a person
qualifies for assistance.

Answers may include income, household size,
age, disability, work history, military service,
or a temporary loss of work.

3 What kind of support might SNAP provide,
and what kind might unemployment
insurance provide?

SNAP can help eligible people buy food.
Unemployment insurance may replace part of
a worker's wages after a qualifying job loss.

4 Why should you not assume that every
person with a low income receives
government assistance?

People must meet the rules of a specific
program, apply, and have their eligibility
reviewed. Different people may qualify for
different reasons, or may not qualify.

PART 3 · YOUR TURN (SAMPLE ANSWER)

Jordan's work hours were reduced, so the household's earnings are low. The household might apply for
SNAP to help buy food. An agency could review pay records and information about household members
to decide whether the household qualifies.

Accept reasonable fictional examples that use conditional language, such as might apply or could qualify.
The response must include a qualifying reason, an accurate type of support from the passage, and a
document an agency could review.
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