
L E S S O N  M A K E R  P R O GRADE 7 · 7.P.CP.1

The Courtyard Team
Read how a group plans, decides, and adjusts to reach a shared goal.
7.P.CP.1  “Collaboration: Collaborate with others to accomplish shared goals and projects.”

NAME DATE

1 READ AND MARK Read it twice

YOUR JOB Underline the team’s shared goal, circle each assigned job, and number the actions that
helped the group make a decision or adjust its plan.

Building a Reading Nook

At Ridgeview Middle School, six students planned a lunchtime Reading Nook for the library

courtyard. Their shared goal was to create a quiet, weather-ready space where students could read

during lunch. Before choosing supplies, the team asked the librarian about space, safety, and

budget. Then they listed jobs on a chart: Maya would measure the area, Jordan would research

outdoor furniture, Eli would sketch the layout, and the others would contact the art club, compare

prices, and organize the workday.

1

During their first meeting, Jordan wanted bright metal chairs, but Maya pointed out that the

budget could not cover them. Instead of voting immediately, the group used a decision routine.

Each person named one benefit and one concern, while a recorder captured the ideas. They agreed

that comfort, cost, and rain resistance were their criteria. After comparing two options, they chose

recycled-plastic benches. Jordan did not get the first choice, yet he supported the decision because

the team had used the same criteria for every option.

2

The workday showed why a plan can change. The art club finished its signs early, so two artists

joined Eli to paint a welcome mural. Meanwhile, a delivery arrived late, leaving only one bench to

assemble. Rather than blame the delivery team, the students updated their job chart. Maya and

Jordan assembled the bench, while others prepared the second site for a later delivery. At the end,

the group checked the courtyard against its goal, thanked contributors, and wrote three notes for

the next workday: bring screws, confirm delivery times, and leave time for cleanup.

3
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2 ANSWER WITH EVIDENCE Use the passage

1 What was the team’s shared goal? Name one step they took before choosing supplies that helped them
work toward that goal.

2 How did the group handle the disagreement about seating? Explain how its decision routine was fair to
the group.

3 What did the team do when the bench delivery arrived late? How did this response help the project
continue?

4 How did the group evaluate its work and prepare to collaborate better on the next workday?

3 YOUR TURN Your own words

Plan a group project that would improve your school. State a shared goal, assign three different roles,
describe a fair way to make a decision, and explain how the group would adjust if one part of the plan
did not work.
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A N S W E R  K E Y  The Courtyard Team GRADE 7 · 7.P.CP.1

PART 1 · READ AND MARK

Underline the team’s shared goal, circle each assigned job, and number the actions that helped the group make a
decision or adjust its plan. Accept any marking that follows this job and points at the right text.

PART 2 · ANSWERS

# QUESTION ANSWER

1 What was the team’s shared goal? Name one
step they took before choosing supplies that
helped them work toward that goal.

Their goal was to create a quiet, weather-ready
reading space in the courtyard. Before choosing
supplies, they asked the librarian about space,
safety, and budget.

2 How did the group handle the disagreement
about seating? Explain how its decision routine
was fair to the group.

Each person gave one benefit and one concern,
and the group used the same criteria, comfort, cost,
and rain resistance, to compare both options.

3 What did the team do when the bench delivery
arrived late? How did this response help the
project continue?

They updated the job chart, reassigned Maya and
Jordan to assemble the bench, and had others
prepare the second site. This kept people working
instead of blaming others.

4 How did the group evaluate its work and
prepare to collaborate better on the next
workday?

They checked the courtyard against their goal,
thanked contributors, and wrote notes about
screws, delivery times, and cleanup.

PART 3 · YOUR TURN (SAMPLE ANSWER)

Our team will create a clearly labeled lost-and-found display so students can find items quickly. Nia will sort items,
Owen will make labels, and Priya will ask the office for a location; we will compare ideas using safety, cost, and
usefulness, and if the printer fails, we will handwrite temporary labels while one member finds another printer.

Accept equivalent answers that accurately describe the team’s goal, roles, decision process, adjustment, and
reflection. For the open response, look for a specific shared goal, three workable roles, a fair decision process, and a
realistic response to a setback.

Made free with Lesson Maker Pro · lessonmakerpro.com/standards/ga-ela/7-p-cp-1 Teacher answer key


