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Two Battle Fronts
Compare American experiences in Europe and the Pacific
9-12.US2.18  “Compare and contrast the experience of Americans on the Pacific and European battle fronts during World War Two.”

NAME DATE

1 READ AND MARK Read it twice

YOUR JOB Underline two experiences Americans shared on both fronts. Circle two details unique to
Europe and number two details unique to the Pacific, so you can compare what service was
like in each place.

Fighting Far From Home
In 1944 and 1945, Americans fought Germany in Europe and Japan across the Pacific. On both
fronts, landing troops faced gunfire before they could move inland. Soldiers carried heavy packs,
watched for enemy positions, and depended on ships, aircraft, and supply crews. Wounded
Americans needed quick treatment, while long waits for mail made separation from home harder.
Yet a shared war did not mean an identical daily life. The distance between battle sites, the
climate, and the people living nearby shaped what Americans saw and what they needed to
survive.

1

After the Normandy landings in June 1944, American forces pushed through French hedgerows,
then across towns and roads toward Germany. These routes let trucks move fuel and food, though
damaged bridges and enemy fire slowed them. In the winter Battle of the Bulge, snow and cold
threatened soldiers as well as enemy attacks; medical teams treated frostbite alongside battle
wounds. Americans also met civilians in liberated towns. Near the war's end, U.S. troops
encountered Nazi concentration camps and saw evidence of mass murder. The European
campaign involved long advances across connected land, not just isolated beach assaults.

2

In the Pacific, American forces traveled vast stretches of ocean to attack islands held by Japan.
Marines and soldiers landed on beaches under fire, often with ships and aircraft supporting them.
On some islands, dense vegetation and fortified caves made advances slow and dangerous. Heat,
heavy rain, and mosquito-borne malaria added to medical needs; mosquito nets and medicine
could matter alongside bandages. Ships brought supplies across long distances, but a storm or
enemy attack could interrupt delivery. Americans also encountered civilians, including on
Okinawa, where many residents were caught in the fighting. Unlike Europe's connected road
network, each new island required another sea crossing.

3
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2 ANSWER WITH EVIDENCE Use the passage

1 What danger did Americans face during landings on both fronts, and how did their movement after
landing differ?

2 How did the terrain create different obstacles for Americans fighting in Europe and the Pacific?

3 Compare what Americans encountered among civilians in Europe and on Okinawa.

4 How did supply travel differ between the fronts, and what could interrupt delivery in each place?

3 YOUR TURN Your own words

Write a short briefing for a nurse who might serve near either front. Compare one medical need shared
by both fronts and one different medical challenge on each, then recommend one useful supply for
Europe and one for the Pacific, explaining your choices with passage details.
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PART 1 · READ AND MARK
Underline two experiences Americans shared on both fronts. Circle two details unique to Europe and number two details unique to
the Pacific, so you can compare what service was like in each place. Accept any marking that follows this job and points at the right
text.

PART 2 · ANSWERS

# QUESTION ANSWER

1 What danger did Americans face during landings on
both fronts, and how did their movement after
landing differ?

Troops faced gunfire during landings on both fronts. In
Europe, they could advance across connected land toward
Germany; in the Pacific, reaching each new island
required another sea crossing.

2 How did the terrain create different obstacles for
Americans fighting in Europe and the Pacific?

In Europe, troops pushed through French hedgerows and
towns. On some Pacific islands, dense vegetation and
fortified caves slowed advances.

3 Compare what Americans encountered among
civilians in Europe and on Okinawa.

In Europe, Americans met civilians in liberated towns and
encountered Nazi concentration camps. On Okinawa, they
encountered civilians caught in the fighting.

4 How did supply travel differ between the fronts, and
what could interrupt delivery in each place?

In Europe, trucks carried supplies along roads, but
damaged bridges and enemy fire slowed them. In the
Pacific, ships crossed long distances, where storms or
enemy attacks could interrupt delivery.

PART 3 · YOUR TURN (SAMPLE ANSWER)
Prepare bandages for either front, since troops landing under fire could be wounded before moving inland. In Europe, winter cold
caused frostbite as well as battle wounds. I would pack warm blankets to help keep patients warm. In the Pacific, mosquito-borne
malaria added a different medical threat, so I would bring mosquito nets to help protect resting troops and patients. Both fronts
required quick care, but their climates called for different supplies.

Accept other passage-supported comparisons. For the briefing, look for a shared need, a distinct challenge on each front, and two
supplies with explanations tied to those challenges.
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