LESSON MAKER PRO HIGH SCHOOL - 1S.3.9

Across the Mississippi
How a river border shaped trade across space and time

1S.3.9 “Identify geographic factors that led to the formation of state borders and understand the importance of said borders in the
context of economic development relative to space and time.”

NAME DATE

@ READ AND MARK Read it twice

YOUR JOB Underline how the river helped form a state border, circle ways people or goods crossed i,
and number two ways the border affected economic activity. Use your marks to track what
changed over time.

Two Cities, One River Border

@ Stand on the riverfront in Davenport, Iowa, and look toward Rock Island, Illinois. The Mississippi
River separates the cities and marks the border between their states. When Illinois became a state
in 1818 and Iowa followed in 1846, lawmakers used the river as a recognizable boundary. A river
was easier to describe than an invisible line across farms. It also offered a transportation route. In
the 1800s, boats carried grain and other goods along the Mississippi to distant markets. Yet the

same water that moved cargo made travel directly across the state border difficult.

@ In 1856, a railroad bridge linked Rock Island and Davenport. It was the first railroad bridge across
the Mississippi River. Railcars could now carry goods between Iowa and Illinois without
unloading them onto boats to cross. Farms west of the river gained another route to buyers east of
it. The bridge did not erase the state line, but it changed what crossing that line cost in time and
effort. Businesses near a bridge had an advantage over businesses farther away, where crossing

still required a longer trip to a reliable connection.

@ Today, road and rail bridges connect jobs, customers, and suppliers on both sides of the river. A
food processor in Illinois, for example, can buy grain from Iowa farms and ship finished products
through the region. Location still matters: a business near a bridge can reach partners across the
border more easily than one far from a crossing. Floods can close roads leading to bridges and
slow deliveries, even when a bridge remains standing. Because the river marks a state border but
floodwaters affect both banks, Iowa and Illinois officials must coordinate transportation and flood

planning.
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ANSWER WITH EVIDENCE Use the passage

Why did the Mississippi make a useful state border, and what challenge did that border create for travel
in the 1800s?

9 How did the 1856 bridge change the economic value of land west of the river?

e Why might a business near a bridge have an advantage over one farther from a crossing today?

o How can a flood disrupt trade across the border even if a bridge stays open?

e YOUR TURN Your own words

A company plans to open a grain mill on the lowa side of the Mississippi. In 4 to 5 sentences, recommend
a location near an existing bridge or farther from the river, explain how the river shaped trade in the
1800s and how crossings affect your choice today, and describe one flood-related planning step.

Made free with Lesson Maker Pro - lessonmakerpro.com/standards/in-social-studies/is-3-9 Student worksheet - Respond and create



Across the Mississippi HIGH SCHOOL - 15.3.9

PART 1 - READ AND MARK

Underline how the river helped form a state border, circle ways people or goods crossed it, and number two ways the border
affected economic activity. Use your marks to track what changed over time. Accept any marking that follows this job and points at
the right text.

PART 2 - ANSWERS

# QUESTION ANSWER

1 Why did the Mississippi make a useful state border, The river was a recognizable boundary, but crossing it
and what challenge did that border create for travel in = directly was difficult.
the 1800s?

2 How did the 1856 bridge change the economicvalue It gave farms west of the river a rail route to buyers in
of land west of the river? lllinois and beyond without unloading goods onto boats

to cross.

3 Why might a business near a bridge have an It can reach customers or suppliers across the state border
advantage over one farther from a crossing today? with a shorter trip.

4 How can a flood disrupt trade across the border even Floodwater can close roads leading to the bridge,
if a bridge stays open? delaying deliveries between the states.

PART 3 - YOUR TURN (SAMPLE ANSWER)

I would look for a site on higher ground near an existing bridge on the lowa side. In the 1800s, the Mississippi marked the state
border and carried grain by boat, but moving cargo across it was harder before the railroad bridge. Today, a nearby bridge would
help my mill receive lowa grain and send flour to lllinois buyers. | would check flood maps and plan a delivery route that avoids
roads likely to flood.

Accept either location choice in Part 3 if the student supports it with a historically accurate comparison, a present-day crossing
consideration, and a specific flood-planning step.
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