LESSON MAKER PRO
Beyond the Border

How challenges in Central America shape U.S. foreign policy

USG.4.2 "Identify and explain world issues, including political, cultural, demographic, economic, and environmental challenges that
affect the United States foreign policy in specific regions of the world.”

NAME DATE

@ READ AND MARK Read it twice

YOUR JOB Underline one political, cultural, demographic, economic, and environmental challenge, and
write its category beside it; circle a U.S. policy response linked to each challenge.

A Policy Brief for Central America

@ Imagine a U.S. diplomat preparing for talks with Guatemala, Honduras, and El Salvador. In parts
of this Central American region, long dry spells and sudden storms can damage crops, making
food and farm income less reliable. This environmental challenge can push families to move
within their countries or toward the United States. A U.S. response could fund water storage and
farming methods that use less water. Yet weather is only part of the story. Many young people are
entering the workforce, a demographic pressure that makes the need for new jobs especially

urgent. U.S.-supported training could help them qualify for local work.

@ Jobs are also an economic issue: low wages and limited access to credit can make it difficult for
small businesses to expand. U.S. officials could support loans for local businesses, but aid alone
cannot create a stable economy. Political problems matter, too. When officials misuse public
money, residents may distrust government programs, and aid may fail to reach its intended
communities. The United States can require public reporting on how its funds are spent and work
with independent local groups. These choices aim to make assistance more effective, not simply to

send more money across a border.

@ Cultural differences shape whether a policy reaches people. In Guatemala, some residents speak
Indigenous languages rather than Spanish as their first language. A public notice written only in
Spanish may miss families who need information about a U.S.-funded farming program.
Supporting translation and trusted local messengers could improve access without treating any
community as a single group. Each response involves a choice: funding training, oversight, and
translation takes resources, while ignoring those needs may weaken a program. For U.S. officials,
foreign policy in Central America means weighing connected challenges, not assuming that a

single border measure solves them all.
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ANSWER WITH EVIDENCE Use the passage

How might an environmental challenge in the passage affect migration, and what U.S. response could
address its cause?

e How do the demographic and economic challenges differ, and what U.S. response does the passage
suggest for each?

e Why could misuse of public money weaken a U.S. aid program, and how could U.S. officials respond?

o How could language differences limit a U.S.-funded program in Guatemala, and what policy choice could
improve access?

e YOUR TURN Your own words

Write four or five sentences proposing a new U.S. partnership in Central America that addresses two
different types of challenges from the passage. Explain how each part responds to its challenge and
identify one possible limit or trade-off; do not reuse a response proposed in the passage.
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Beyond the Border

HIGH SCHOOL - USG.4.2

PART 1 - READ AND MARK

Underline one political, cultural, demographic, economic, and environmental challenge, and write its category beside it; circle a
U.S. policy response linked to each challenge. Accept any marking that follows this job and points at the right text.

PART 2 - ANSWERS

# QUESTION

1 How might an environmental challenge in the
passage affect migration, and what U.S. response
could address its cause?

2 How do the demographic and economic challenges
differ, and what U.S. response does the passage
suggest for each?

3 Why could misuse of public money weaken a U.S. aid
program, and how could U.S. officials respond?

4 How could language differences limit a U.S.-funded
program in Guatemala, and what policy choice could
improve access?

PART 3 - YOUR TURN (SAMPLE ANSWER)

ANSWER

Dry spells and storms can damage crops and reduce food
and farm income, which may push families to move. The
United States could fund water storage or farming
methods that use less water.

The demographic challenge is the number of young
people entering the workforce; U.S.-supported training
could help them find local work. The economic challenge
includes low wages and limited credit; U.S. officials could
support loans for small businesses.

Misuse of public money can reduce trust and keep aid
from reaching intended communities. U.S. officials could
require public reporting on their funds and work with
independent local groups.

A Spanish-only notice may not reach families whose first
language is an Indigenous language. Supporting
translation and trusted local messengers could help those
families learn about the program.

I would propose a U.S. partnership with Central American governments to simplify export paperwork for small businesses, helping
them reach more buyers. It would also fund investigations of officials who steal public money, so businesses can trust the rules. The
first step addresses an economic challenge, while the second addresses a political one. Investigations could strain relations with
partner governments, but ignoring corruption could undermine the trade effort.

Accept other passage-supported links between a challenge and a policy response. For Part 3, look for two distinct challenge
categories, two responses not proposed in the passage, explanations of how they help, and a plausible limit or trade-off.
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