LESSON MAKER PRO
Fair Process Debate

Examine how legal ideals and real-world barriers shape civic debate.

12.G2a "Equality before the law and due process are two fundamental values that apply to all under the jurisdiction of the United
States. While the United States legal system aims to uphold the values of equality before the law, due process...”

NAME DATE

€@ READ AND MARK Read it twice

YOUR JOB Underline legal protections. Circle practical barriers. Mark a way to discuss reform
constructively.

Justice in Practice

@ Due process requires legally appropriate procedures when government deprives a person of life,
liberty, or property. In a criminal case, notice of charges and opportunities to respond help protect
the accused. Equality before the law rejects unjustified favoritism or discrimination. These
protections apply to persons, not only citizens. Fair treatment does not guarantee acquittal or

identical outcomes when relevant circumstances differ.

@ Formal protections may coexist with practical barriers. Where money bail is imposed, a defendant
unable to pay may remain detained before trial, affecting work and defense preparation.
Overloaded public defenders may lack time for investigation and confidential consultation. These
problems vary across jurisdictions and cases. Proposed reforms include bail changes, defense
funding, and court-date reminders. Supporters seek fairer access; critics may question costs,

safety, or effectiveness. Evidence is needed to evaluate particular proposals.

@ Human dignity calls for treating people as persons whose interests and explanations matter.
Freedom of conscience protects belief, while regulation of conduct remains subject to
constitutional limits. These values inform civic evaluation of legal practices, but they are not all
identical legal tests. A constructive speaker might acknowledge a safety concern, cite reliable
evidence, and explain why access to counsel matters. Civility means addressing opposing
arguments fairly. It does not require agreement or silence about injustice. Citizens can debate

whether institutions fulfill their ideals while respecting others in the discussion.
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ANSWER WITH EVIDENCE Use the passage

What protections illustrate due process and equality before the law in the first paragraph?

e Identify the two barriers in the second paragraph. How could each barrier make it harder for a defendant
to receive fair treatment?

e What reforms do supporters discuss, and what concerns might critics raise about them?

o According to the civic-discussion model, what three actions should a speaker take when discussing equal
access to counsel?

e YOUR TURN Your own words

A county considers funding more public-defense investigators. In four sentences, state your position and
legal value, fairly name a concern, identify evidence to examine, and respond constructively.
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Fair Process Debate

GRADE 12 - 12.G2a

PART 1 - READ AND MARK

Underline legal protections. Circle practical barriers. Mark a way to discuss reform constructively. Accept

any marking that follows this job and points at the right text.

PART 2 - ANSWERS

# QUESTION

1 What protections illustrate due process
and equality before the law in the first
paragraph?

2 Identify the two barriers in the second

paragraph. How could each barrier make it
harder for a defendant to receive fair

treatment?

3 What reforms do supporters discuss, and
what concerns might critics raise about
them?

4 According to the civic-discussion model,

what three actions should a speaker take
when discussing equal access to counsel?

PART 3 - YOUR TURN (SAMPLE ANSWER)

ANSWER

Notice of charges and opportunities to
respond illustrate due process. Rejecting
unjustified favoritism or discrimination
illustrates equality before the law.

Where money bail is imposed, inability to pay
may cause detention that affects work and
defense preparation. Heavy defender
workloads may reduce investigation and
consultation time.

Supporters discuss bail changes, added
defense funding, and court-date reminders to
reduce unequal burdens. Critics may question
cost, public safety, or whether a proposal will
work as intended.

The speaker should acknowledge a safety
concern, cite reliable evidence, and explain
why equal access to counsel still matters.

| support additional investigators to improve defense preparation and fair process. Residents may
reasonably ask how the county will fund the positions. Officials should examine caseloads, investigation
time, costs, and outcomes. A phased program with public evaluation could address that concern while

testing whether representation improves.

Accept varied positions grounded in accurate legal values and relevant evidence. The response should

include a position, legal value, fair concern, evidence to examine, and constructive reply. Do not assume
bail rules or defender workloads are identical everywhere.
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