
L E S S O N  M A K E R  P R O GRADE 12 · 12.G2b

Plaza Rights Debate
Examine how public rules can affect First Amendment freedoms.

12.G2b  “The Constitution aims to protect, among other freedoms, individual and group rights to freedom of speech, freedom of the
press, freedom of assembly, freedom of petition, and freedom of religion...”

NAME DATE

1 READ AND MARK Read it twice

YOUR JOB Underline protected activities. Circle proposed government rules. Mark competing interests.

A Rule for Civic Plaza

Imagine Civic Plaza is a city park traditionally open for public rallies. Officials propose requiring

permits seven days before events exceeding 50 people. Supporters cite ambulance access, crowd

management, and clear sidewalks. Critics worry that advance notice could prevent timely

responses to unexpected events. A neighborhood coalition uses the park for speeches, marches,

and a petition seeking changes to city policy. This fictional dispute tests how constitutional

freedoms apply to government rules.

1

Speeches involve expression; marches involve peaceful assembly; submitting a petition asks

government to address concerns. Newspaper reporting involves freedom of the press. A peaceful

prayer vigil involves religious exercise. These First Amendment protections constrain

government, though they do not guarantee every requested service or access to every place at

every time. A city cannot justify excluding a group merely because officials dislike its viewpoint.

2

In a traditional public forum, content-neutral time, place, and manner rules must be narrowly

tailored to serve a significant government interest and leave ample alternative communication

channels. A safety label alone is insufficient. Narrow tailoring does not demand the least

restrictive imaginable rule, but a rule must not burden substantially more speech than necessary.

Residents could ask about evidence, urgent-event exceptions, and clear permit criteria.

Constructive debate distinguishes objections to a message from concerns about how an event

affects access and safety.

3
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2 ANSWER WITH EVIDENCE Use the passage

1 Match one activity in the passage to each protection: speech, assembly, petition, press, and religion.

2 What reasons do supporters give for requiring a permit seven days before a large rally?

3 Beyond avoiding viewpoint discrimination, what standards must these public-forum rules meet?

4 How does the passage say participants should separate disagreement with a message from discussion of
a rule?

3 YOUR TURN Your own words

The same park proposes banning rallies critical of city leaders. In four sentences, identify the
constitutional problem, name a legitimate interest, propose a neutral alternative, and explain how it
addresses that interest.
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A N S W E R  K E Y  Plaza Rights Debate GRADE 12 · 12.G2b

PART 1 · READ AND MARK

Underline protected activities. Circle proposed government rules. Mark competing interests. Accept any
marking that follows this job and points at the right text.

PART 2 · ANSWERS

# QUESTION ANSWER

1 Match one activity in the passage to each
protection: speech, assembly, petition,
press, and religion.

Speech: speaking at a rally. Assembly:
gathering for a march. Petition: collecting and
delivering signatures. Press: a newspaper
reporting on the ordinance. Religion: a
peaceful prayer vigil.

2 What reasons do supporters give for
requiring a permit seven days before a
large rally?

They say the city needs time to arrange
ambulance access, prevent crowd conflicts,
and protect sidewalks.

3 Beyond avoiding viewpoint discrimination,
what standards must these public-forum
rules meet?

They must be content-neutral, narrowly
tailored to a significant government interest,
and leave ample alternative communication
channels.

4 How does the passage say participants
should separate disagreement with a
message from discussion of a rule?

They should use evidence about the rule's
effects on all speakers instead of treating
disagreement with a message as a reason to
restrict it.

PART 3 · YOUR TURN (SAMPLE ANSWER)

Banning criticism in this public forum discriminates by viewpoint. The city may protect pedestrian access.
It could require events to keep a clearly marked walkway open regardless of their message. That focused
rule addresses access while allowing speakers to criticize officials.

Accept supported examples of all five freedoms. The final response should identify viewpoint
discrimination and propose a plausible content-neutral rule addressing a significant interest. Equal
application alone does not establish constitutionality; tailoring and alternative channels also matter.
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