
L E S S O N  M A K E R  P R O GRADE 12 · 12.G2f

Press Under Pressure
Examine how press freedom, legal limits, and practical influences shape public information.

12.G2f  “Freedom of the press is an essential element of a democratic system, and allows for a citizen to receive and interpret
information representing different points of view. Freedom of the press has limits...”

NAME DATE

1 READ AND MARK Read it twice

YOUR JOB Underline benefits of press freedom. Circle legal limits. Mark influences on reporting and
safeguards readers can examine.

Information, Rights, and Influence

A free press helps people evaluate officials and public choices. Reporters can investigate

government and publish criticism without ordinary advance approval. Different outlets may

emphasize different aspects of an issue: one transit story might examine costs, another

displacement. Comparing coverage can reveal evidence and omissions, but two stories are not

automatically equally reliable. Readers should examine sourcing and verification rather than

simply average conflicting claims.

1

Press freedom has legal limits. Defamation claims generally concern false statements of fact that

harm reputation, along with other required elements. In New York Times Co. v. Sullivan (1964),

the Court required public officials suing over official conduct to prove actual malice: knowledge of

falsity or reckless disregard for truth. This means more than hostility or ordinary carelessness.

Privacy, copyright, and fair-trial interests may also matter, but invoking them does not

automatically justify censorship. Constitutional protections constrain legal restrictions on

reporting.

2

Owners, advertisers, audiences, and reliance on officials can influence coverage. Financial

pressure may reduce reporting; platforms can reward dramatic material. Corrections, transparent

sourcing, and editorial-independence policies support scrutiny without guaranteeing fairness. A

viewpoint does not automatically make reporting false, and neutral tone does not prove accuracy.

Readers should separate facts, evidence, interpretation, and opinion.

3
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2 ANSWER WITH EVIDENCE Use the passage

1 How can comparing differently framed transit reports help, and what caution does the passage give?

2 What additional showing does Sullivan require of a public official suing over official conduct?

3 Name two rights or interests that legal limits on the press can protect. Why can the use of these limits still
be debated?

4 Identify two factors that can affect impartiality in practice and one safeguard that journalists or news
organizations use to reduce bias.

3 YOUR TURN Your own words

Choose a different public issue. In four sentences, identify two sources worth examining, explain what
each could contribute, name an influence on coverage, and describe how you would verify a claim.
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A N S W E R  K E Y  Press Under Pressure GRADE 12 · 12.G2f

PART 1 · READ AND MARK

Underline benefits of press freedom. Circle legal limits. Mark influences on reporting and safeguards
readers can examine. Accept any marking that follows this job and points at the right text.

PART 2 · ANSWERS

# QUESTION ANSWER

1 How can comparing differently framed
transit reports help, and what caution does
the passage give?

Comparison can reveal evidence and
omissions, but the reports may not be equally
reliable. Readers should examine sourcing
and verification.

2 What additional showing does Sullivan
require of a public official suing over
official conduct?

Actual malice: knowledge of falsity or reckless
disregard for truth. Hostility or ordinary
carelessness alone is not enough.

3 Name two rights or interests that legal
limits on the press can protect. Why can
the use of these limits still be debated?

Reputation, privacy, copyright, or fair-trial
interests. Invoking such interests does not
automatically justify censorship; constitutional
limits still apply.

4 Identify two factors that can affect
impartiality in practice and one safeguard
that journalists or news organizations use
to reduce bias.

Influences include owners, advertisers,
audiences, reliance on officials, financial
pressure, and platforms. Safeguards include
corrections, transparent sourcing, and
editorial-independence policies.

PART 3 · YOUR TURN (SAMPLE ANSWER)

For school start times, I would examine a local report and a school-board budget statement. The report
might discuss sleep research while the statement explains transport costs. Reliance on district officials
could leave student experiences underrepresented. I would check the cited studies and budget figures
before deciding which claims are supported.

Accept equivalent explanations that accurately distinguish legal protections from practical influences on
coverage. For the open response, accept varied issues and sources if the student identifies distinct
perspectives, a plausible influence, and a specific method for checking claims.
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