
L E S S O N  M A K E R  P R O GRADE 12 · 12.G4b

Beyond the Ballot
Evaluate what makes elections democratic and how voters prepare.

12.G4b  “Allowing citizens to vote does not ensure that a system is a democracy. Open, safe, and honest elections are essential to a
democratic system. Engaged and informed citizens should know the mechanics associated with voting...”

NAME DATE

1 READ AND MARK Read it twice

YOUR JOB Underline voter preparation steps. Circle safeguards that make elections meaningful.

Democracy Requires More Than Voting

A ballot box alone does not make a government democratic. Eligible voters need safe access

without intimidation or unreasonable barriers. Elections also require meaningful choices, access

to information, accurate counts, and transparent results. Consistent rules are insufficient if the

rules themselves unjustly exclude people. Election administration, lawful observation, courts, and

independent reporting can provide checks. If leaders silence opponents or alter counts, holding a

vote may leave citizens without meaningful political power.

1

An informed voter checks the responsible election office for registration, deadlines, voting

options, and election dates. In New York, state and local boards of elections provide this

information for elections they administer; school district elections use their own responsible

officials. Federal general elections occur on the Tuesday after the first Monday in November in

even-numbered years. State and local schedules vary. Official government directories identify

current officeholders. Current official ballot information identifies qualified candidates; a

campaign announcement or initial filing alone does not establish ballot qualification.

2

Compare candidate positions through campaign materials, debates, nonpartisan guides, and

reporting that identifies its evidence. Campaigns favor their candidates, so check claims against

records and other reliable sources. Check dates: candidates and rules can change. Distinguish

promises from an office’s actual authority. A candidate’s statement shows what was said, not

whether it is true. Research on housing, schools, or transportation connects voting choices to

public decisions.

3
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2 ANSWER WITH EVIDENCE Use the passage

1 Why does the passage say that having a ballot box does not, by itself, make a government democratic?

2 Where should a New York voter check official rules and dates?

3 When do federal general elections occur in the United States, according to the passage?

4 A candidate's website says that the candidate is running. What passage-based step should you take
before relying on that claim, and why?

3 YOUR TURN Your own words

Plan research for a real or fictional election. Write four sentences covering: official dates and voting rules;
current officeholders; qualified candidates; and comparison of evidence about one issue. Name the
types of sources you would use.
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A N S W E R  K E Y  Beyond the Ballot GRADE 12 · 12.G4b

PART 1 · READ AND MARK

Underline voter preparation steps. Circle safeguards that make elections meaningful. Accept any marking
that follows this job and points at the right text.

PART 2 · ANSWERS

# QUESTION ANSWER

1 Why does the passage say that having a
ballot box does not, by itself, make a
government democratic?

A democratic election also requires safe and
open participation, consistent rules, accurate
counting, transparent results, meaningful
choices, and access to information.

2 Where should a New York voter check
official rules and dates?

The responsible state or local board of
elections, or the responsible school district
officials for school elections.

3 When do federal general elections occur in
the United States, according to the
passage?

They occur on the Tuesday after the first
Monday in November in even-numbered
years.

4 A candidate's website says that the
candidate is running. What passage-based
step should you take before relying on that
claim, and why?

Check current official ballot information and
its date. An announcement or initial filing
does not establish qualification, and
information can change.

PART 3 · YOUR TURN (SAMPLE ANSWER)

For a local general election, I would check the responsible board of elections for dates and voting rules. I
would use government directories to identify current officeholders. I would check current official ballot
information for qualified candidates. On transportation, I would compare campaign proposals with public
records and reporting that cites evidence.

Accept equivalent accounts of safe access, meaningful choices, accurate counting, and reliable
information. The research plan should distinguish officeholders from candidates, identify responsible
official sources, and compare issue claims with evidence; no personal voting intention is required.
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