LESSON MAKER PRO
Practices Across Generations

How Shinto rituals connect communities to the past

AWH.C.8.4 "Explain the origins of Shintoism and its central feature of ritual practices carried out with discipline to maintain
connections with the ancient past.”

NAME DATE

@ READ AND MARK Read it twice

YOUR JOB Underline two details about Shinto’s origins, circle three ritual actions, and draw an arrow
from one circled action to a sentence explaining how practice connects people to the past.

A Shrine, a Festival, and the Past

@ Long before Shinto had a single name, people in the Japanese islands honored kami, sacred
presences associated with places, natural forces, and ancestors. A grove, a waterfall, or a family
lineage could be linked to kami. These practices grew in local communities over many centuries,
rather than beginning with one founder or a fixed set of teachings. Farming communities held
ceremonies tied to planting and harvest, seeking good relations with kami. In the eighth century,
Japanese courts recorded stories about kami in the Kojiki and Nihon Shoki. Those books

preserved some older traditions, but the written accounts did not create the practices.

@ At a shrine entrance, a visitor may wash hands and rinse the mouth before approaching the sacred
space. This act of purification prepares the visitor for respectful contact with kami. At the worship
hall, a visitor may make an offering, bow, clap, and bow again, following the shrine’s customary
sequence. Priests also perform more formal ceremonies, carefully preparing offerings and
speaking prayers called norito. These actions are not a test of whether someone believes a single
creed. Their order and repetition matter: practiced gestures express respect and carry familiar

ways of approaching kami from one generation to the next.

@ During a local matsuri, or festival, neighbors may bring offerings to a shrine and take part in a
procession honoring its kami. People must coordinate preparations and repeat ceremonial steps
with care, even if the festival also includes music or food. Such shared work connects participants
to earlier generations who gathered at the same place. Yet Shinto practice has changed over time:
shrines, rituals, and ties to government have not always looked the same. The link to the ancient
past does not require every detail to remain untouched. It rests partly on repeatedly tending

relationships with kami through inherited forms of action.
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ANSWER WITH EVIDENCE Use the passage

Why is it inaccurate to say that one person founded Shinto? Explain what the passage says about its
origins.

9 How can following a shrine’s customary sequence connect a visitor to earlier generations?

e How does a local matsuri link a community’s present-day actions to Shinto’s early practices?

o The books named in the passage were written in the eighth century, and rituals have changed over time.
How can Shinto still have ancient origins and a connection to the past?

e YOUR TURN Your own words

Write a museum label of 70 to 90 words for a visitor who thinks Shinto began when its myths were written
down. Explain its origins, describe two specific ritual practices, and show how careful repetition connects
people with the ancient past without claiming that every detail stayed the same.
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Practices Across Generations

HIGH SCHOOL - AWH.C.8.4

PART 1 - READ AND MARK

Underline two details about Shinto’s origins, circle three ritual actions, and draw an arrow from one circled action to a sentence
explaining how practice connects people to the past. Accept any marking that follows this job and points at the right text.

PART 2 - ANSWERS

# QUESTION

1 Why is it inaccurate to say that one person founded
Shinto? Explain what the passage says about its
origins.

2 How can following a shrine’s customary sequence

connect a visitor to earlier generations?

3 How does a local matsuri link a community’s present-
day actions to Shinto’s early practices?

4 The books named in the passage were written in the
eighth century, and rituals have changed over time.
How can Shinto still have ancient origins and a
connection to the past?

PART 3 - YOUR TURN (SAMPLE ANSWER)

ANSWER

Practices honoring kami developed in local communities
across the Japanese islands over many centuries, rather
than starting with one founder.

Carefully repeating actions such as offering, bowing, and
clapping carries inherited ways of approaching kami from
one generation to the next.

Neighbors carefully repeat ceremonies honoring local
kami, continuing the kind of community practice that
developed in earlier times.

The books recorded traditions that already existed.
Although details of practice have changed, communities
continue to honor kami through inherited rituals
performed with care.

Shinto did not begin when Japanese courts recorded stories about kami in the eighth century. Communities in the Japanese
islands had honored kami for many centuries before that. Today, a shrine visitor may wash hands and rinse the mouth before
approaching the sacred space, then bow and clap in a customary sequence. Repeating these actions carefully carries inherited
ways of showing respect to kami. Rituals have changed over time, but these practiced forms help connect people with earlier

generations.

Accept explanations that distinguish the recording of older traditions from their origins. Students should describe disciplined ritual
as a connection to earlier generations without claiming that every practice has remained identical.
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