LESSON MAKER PRO
Ports and Pathways

Trace how trade routes carried goods, technologies, and beliefs.

AWH.C.8.7 "Analyze the emergence of complex, interregional networks of trade throughout Afro-Eurasia and how trade networks led
to the diffusion and evolution of ideas, resources and technologies.”

NAME DATE

@ READ AND MARK Read it twice

YOUR JOB Underline details that explain how trade routes became connected, and circle examples of
ideas or technologies moving or changing. Number two places where one development led
to another.

A Network Built in Stages

@ By the ninth century, a merchant in the Persian Gulf could reach markets far beyond one
kingdom. Sailors used seasonal monsoon winds to cross the Arabian Sea toward western India,
then returned when the winds reversed. Ships carried dates, textiles, and spices, stopping at ports
where goods changed hands. Merchants did not need to sail the whole distance from East Africa
to Southeast Asia. At busy ports, traders from different regions exchanged cargo and information.
Reliable wind patterns, shipbuilding skills, and coastal marketplaces turned separate sea journeys

into an interregional network that connected the shores of the Indian Ocean.

@ The sea routes met overland routes rather than standing alone. Caravans crossed Central Asia in
stages, bringing Chinese silk and paper westward while merchants carried other goods east. Paper
was first developed in China; knowledge of making it spread west through Central Asia, and paper
production grew in Baghdad by the ninth century. Cheaper writing surfaces supported the copying
of books and records in new places. A traveler might never cross Afro-Eurasia, yet goods and
techniques could move across it through repeated exchanges. The network grew through linked

routes and trading centers, not through a single road or one group of merchants.

@ People carried beliefs as well as cargo. Muslim merchants and settlers helped spread Islam along
Indian Ocean routes, including to East African ports. In those ports, contact among local African
communities and visitors from across the sea helped shape Swahili culture. Swahili remained a
Bantu language but borrowed words from Arabic, showing that exchange could reshape an idea or
practice rather than simply copy it. Trading communities also built mosques, making faith visible
in port cities. These changes took generations and depended on ongoing contact. Trade connected

distant regions, but people in each place adapted what arrived to local lives.
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ANSWER WITH EVIDENCE Use the passage

How did monsoon winds and ports work together to connect distant Indian Ocean markets?

e Why could a technique spread across Afro-Eurasia even if no traveler crossed the entire region?

e Trace the spread of papermaking described in the passage. How did its arrival affect writing in a new
place?

o How does the history of Swahili show that exchange can change a local practice rather than replace it?

e YOUR TURN Your own words

Suppose sailors could no longer count on monsoon winds reversing each season. In one paragraph,
predict two effects on connections among East Africa, South Asia, and Southeast Asia, including one
effect on the spread or adaptation of a belief or technology. Support your predictions with at least two
details from the passage.
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Ports and Pathways HIGH SCHOOL - AWH.C.8.7

PART 1 - READ AND MARK

Underline details that explain how trade routes became connected, and circle examples of ideas or technologies moving or
changing. Number two places where one development led to another. Accept any marking that follows this job and points at the
right text.

PART 2 - ANSWERS

# QUESTION ANSWER

1 How did monsoon winds and ports work together to Predictable winds allowed sailors to make return
connect distant Indian Ocean markets? crossings. At ports, traders exchanged goods and

information, so cargo could travel farther than any one
merchant.

2 Why could a technique spread across Afro-Eurasia Sea and overland routes met at trading centers, where
even if no traveler crossed the entire region? different travelers exchanged goods and knowledge in

stages.

3 Trace the spread of papermaking described in the Papermaking began in China and spread west through
passage. How did its arrival affect writing in a new Central Asia. Production grew in Baghdad, where cheaper
place? writing surfaces supported copying books and records.

4 How does the history of Swahili show that exchange Swalhili remained a Bantu language while borrowing
can change a local practice rather than replace it? Arabic words through contact with visitors, so it changed

without being replaced.

PART 3 - YOUR TURN (SAMPLE ANSWER)

Without dependable reversing winds, sailors might make fewer return trips between East Africa and South Asia. The passage says
those winds helped ships cross the Arabian Sea and return, so fewer trips could mean fewer chances for traders to exchange cargo
and information at ports. Goods might also reach Southeast Asia less often because merchants relied on connected ports rather
than sailing the entire distance. Over time, less contact with visitors might slow the spread of Islam in East African ports and reduce
the exchanges that shaped local practices.

Accept other plausible effects if students connect each prediction to evidence in the passage. They should describe both a change
in regional connections and a change in the movement or adaptation of a belief or technology.
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