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Aksum's Lasting Reach
Trace how trade, writing, and faith shaped a region.
AWH.C.8.8  “Explain the significance of the Aksum Kingdom to the region of North Africa, including its role as a center for trade
between Europe and Asia, its development of written script, and its adoption of Christianity...”

NAME DATE

1 READ AND MARK Read it twice

YOUR JOB Underline evidence that Aksum linked distant trade routes, circle evidence that Ge'ez writing
lasted beyond the kingdom, and number two details that connect Aksum's adoption of
Christianity to the modern church.

A Kingdom Connected by Sea
At the port of Adulis, on the Red Sea coast, sailors could unload glassware from the
Mediterranean and take on ivory from inland Africa. Adulis served the Kingdom of Aksum, whose
heartland lay in what is now northern Ethiopia and Eritrea. Between roughly the first and seventh
centuries CE, Aksum's location linked inland African routes with ships crossing the Red Sea.
Merchants connected its ports to the Mediterranean world and to routes reaching Arabia, India,
and beyond. Goods could pass through several hands before reaching buyers in Europe or Asia.
This position brought Aksum wealth and made it an influential northeastern African kingdom.

1

Aksum's influence was not limited to what merchants carried. Its rulers issued coins, and its
people developed a written form of Ge'ez, a language of the kingdom. They carved inscriptions
into stone to record royal claims and achievements. Written messages made a ruler's authority
visible across generations, while coins helped exchange goods and advertised the kingdom's
power. Ge'ez writing outlasted the kingdom itself. Although everyday languages changed, Ge'ez
remained important in religious texts and worship. The inscriptions therefore offer historians
evidence of Aksum's past and show how ideas, not just valuable cargo, could endure in the region.

2

During the fourth century CE, King Ezana adopted Christianity, and the faith gained royal support
in Aksum. Crosses later appeared on some Aksumite coins, making the change visible to people
who handled them. Contacts across the Red Sea and with the Mediterranean connected Aksum to
other Christian communities, but local believers shaped their own traditions. The modern
Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church traces its roots to this early Christian kingdom and still
uses Ge'ez in worship. Aksum thus influenced northeastern Africa in several connected ways:
trade brought wealth and outside contacts, writing preserved records, and Christianity left a
lasting religious legacy.

3
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2 ANSWER WITH EVIDENCE Use the passage

1 How did Aksum's location help it become an important link between Europe and Asia?

2 Why was the development of Ge'ez writing significant both during and after Aksum's rule?

3 How did King Ezana's decision have an effect that lasted beyond the Aksumite kingdom?

4 How did Aksum's contacts beyond northeastern Africa affect both its wealth and its religious history?

3 YOUR TURN Your own words

Write a 65 to 85 word museum label for an exhibit displaying imported glassware and a stone with a
Ge'ez inscription. Explain what both objects reveal about Aksum's influence, and connect the kingdom's
adoption of Christianity to a living tradition.
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PART 1 · READ AND MARK
Underline evidence that Aksum linked distant trade routes, circle evidence that Ge'ez writing lasted beyond the kingdom, and
number two details that connect Aksum's adoption of Christianity to the modern church. Accept any marking that follows this job
and points at the right text.

PART 2 · ANSWERS

# QUESTION ANSWER

1 How did Aksum's location help it become an
important link between Europe and Asia?

Its Red Sea ports connected inland African trade with
Mediterranean routes toward Europe and sea routes
toward Arabia, India, and beyond.

2 Why was the development of Ge'ez writing significant
both during and after Aksum's rule?

Inscriptions recorded rulers' claims and achievements.
They remain evidence for historians, and Ge'ez continued
in religious texts and worship.

3 How did King Ezana's decision have an effect that
lasted beyond the Aksumite kingdom?

Ezana adopted Christianity and gave it royal support. The
Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church traces its roots to
Aksum's early Christian community.

4 How did Aksum's contacts beyond northeastern Africa
affect both its wealth and its religious history?

Trade across the Red Sea brought wealth, while those
connections also put Aksum in contact with other
Christian communities.

PART 3 · YOUR TURN (SAMPLE ANSWER)
These objects tell two stories about Aksum's reach. The glassware arrived through trade routes linking this northeastern African
kingdom to the Mediterranean world, while its Red Sea ports also connected merchants to routes toward Asia. The stone's Ge'ez
inscription shows how writing preserved claims that historians can still study. Trade brought wealth and contacts with other
communities. After King Ezana adopted Christianity, the faith took root, and the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church carries part
of that legacy today.

Accept responses that explain regional significance with accurate connections among trade, writing, and Christianity. Do not
require students to claim that trade caused Ezana's conversion.
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