LESSON MAKER PRO
Land and Loyalty

How feudal ties shaped power and daily life in medieval Europe

MWH.C.1.1.H "Describe the feudal system’s influence on European society and government.”

NAME DATE

€@ READ AND MARK Read it twice

YOUR JOB Underline two details showing how lords influenced government, and circle two details
showing how landholding shaped villagers' lives. Write 1 beside a cause and 2 beside its
effect to show how a lord’s power could make ruling difficult for a king.

Who Held Power?

@ In a northern French village around 1150, news of a war might arrive through a local lord, not
directly from the king. The king granted control of land or its income to some powerful nobles in
return for promises of loyalty and military aid. A noble who made such a pledge was a vassal; that
noble could also receive pledges from other landholders. These ties helped rulers gather armed
forces without a large standing army. Yet a king could not always command a vassal as if that

person were an employee. Powerful lords controlled resources and could bargain over their duties.

@ For villagers, the manor was often the place where these arrangements shaped daily life. A lord
might hold a manor with fields, homes, and a mill. Many peasants farmed small plots while also
working the lord’s fields or paying rent. Some were serfs, legally bound to the estate and restricted
in their ability to leave; not all peasants were serfs. In return, villagers could use land and expect a
measure of protection, though obligations were unequal. A lord’s court handled many local
disputes and enforced customary rules. Thus, authority over work and justice could be close to

home.

@ Feudal ties also shaped government beyond a single manor. Lords could govern estates, collect
dues, and offer armed support while owing service to a higher lord or king. When two lords
argued about land or obligations, their competing claims could make royal orders difficult to
enforce. Kings sought cooperation through meetings, promises, and rewards, and some gradually
built stronger courts and offices. The system did not work exactly alike across Europe or remain
unchanged over time. Still, it often divided public power among people linked by personal duties,

so who held land and who owed loyalty mattered in both government and ordinary life.
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© ANSWER WITH EVIDENCE Use the passage
o How did land-and-loyalty agreements help a king raise an army?

e How could a lord’s control of a manor shape a peasant’s work?

e How did a lord’s court affect who governed a village?

o Why could a dispute between lords make it harder for a king to govern?

e YOUR TURN Your own words

A king wants to build a stone bridge and asks every village to supply workers. In four sentences, explain
how he could get help from lords and describe one cost and one possible benefit for villagers.
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Land and Loyalty HIGH SCHOOL - MWH.C.1.1.H

PART 1 - READ AND MARK

Underline two details showing how lords influenced government, and circle two details showing how landholding shaped villagers’
lives. Write 1 beside a cause and 2 beside its effect to show how a lord’s power could make ruling difficult for a king. Accept any
marking that follows this job and points at the right text.

PART 2 - ANSWERS

# QUESTION ANSWER
1 How did land-and-loyalty agreements help a king Nobles promised military aid in return for control of land
raise an army? or its income, helping the king gather forces without a
large standing army.
2 How could a lord’s control of a manor shape a A peasant might farm a small plot while also working the
peasant’s work? lord’s fields or paying rent.
3 How did a lord's court affect who governed a village? The lord’s court handled many local disputes and

enforced customary rules, placing some authority over
justice close to home.

4 Why could a dispute between lords make it harder for | Competing claims about land or obligations could make
a king to govern? royal orders difficult to enforce.

PART 3 - YOUR TURN (SAMPLE ANSWER)

The king could ask lords to send workers from their estates because they control local resources. He might negotiate how many
days of labor each lord will supply. Villagers who must help build the bridge could lose time for their own crops. Once finished, the
bridge could make travel and trade easier.

Accept other passage-supported explanations of how landholding, service, and local authority shaped government or village life.
For the open task, the cost and benefit should be plausible effects of the proposed bridge project.
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