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Trade at Three Forks
Trace how a trading post changed communities and the surrounding region.
OKH.C.2.1.A  “impact of mercantile settlements, such as Chouteau’s Trading Post at Three Forks”

NAME DATE

1 READ AND MARK Read it twice

YOUR JOB Underline two details that explain why the post drew trade, circle two effects on Native
communities, and number two effects on the surrounding region to trace the post's impact.

A Trading Post at the Rivers
In the early 1800s, a traveler reaching the Three Forks would see three waterways meeting: the
Arkansas, Verdigris, and Grand rivers. Their junction offered routes for moving people and goods
through what is now eastern Oklahoma. The Chouteau family operated a trading post in this area,
where merchants exchanged manufactured items for products such as animal furs. Boats could
carry goods along the rivers to other markets. This location mattered: a post beside connected
waterways could attract more traders than an isolated shop. Three Forks became a place where
local exchange linked communities to a wider economy.

1

For Native nations, trade could provide useful tools, cloth, and other goods, but the exchange also
brought difficult choices. Some hunters could seek more furs to obtain imported items, putting
pressure on animals. Prices offered by merchants and debts for goods could limit a family's
choices. Native people were not simply bystanders; they selected trading partners, negotiated
exchanges, and used the post to meet their own needs. Still, a trading relationship was not always
an equal one. As outside markets shaped what goods were valuable, everyday work and access to
resources could change.

2

Trading posts also changed the surrounding region. Merchants, boat crews, and other newcomers
traveled through Three Forks because trade created work and opportunities. More traffic could
support nearby services and encourage settlement, while increasing competition over land and
river access. These changes unfolded alongside United States expansion and the forced removal of
Native nations, but one trading post did not cause those policies by itself. The post's impact is best
understood as a chain: rivers made exchange easier, exchange drew people and goods, and those
connections brought both opportunities and pressures to communities in the area.

3
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2 ANSWER WITH EVIDENCE Use the passage

1 How did the Three Forks location help the trading post connect local communities to a wider economy?

2 Explain one benefit and one possible cost of trade for Native communities near the post.

3 How could increased trade at the post change both settlement and access to land near Three Forks?

4 Why would it be inaccurate to say the trading post alone caused the forced removal of Native nations?
What impact did the post have instead?

3 YOUR TURN Your own words

Recommend a plan for managing trade at Three Forks. In one paragraph, explain one benefit to pursue,
one risk to reduce, and how the rivers shape your plan, using evidence from the passage.
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PART 1 · READ AND MARK
Underline two details that explain why the post drew trade, circle two effects on Native communities, and number two effects on
the surrounding region to trace the post's impact. Accept any marking that follows this job and points at the right text.

PART 2 · ANSWERS

# QUESTION ANSWER

1 How did the Three Forks location help the trading
post connect local communities to a wider economy?

The three rivers provided routes for boats to carry goods
to other markets, attracting traders and linking local
exchanges to trade beyond the area.

2 Explain one benefit and one possible cost of trade for
Native communities near the post.

Trade offered useful goods such as tools and cloth.
Seeking more furs for trade could put pressure on
animals, and debt could limit families' choices.

3 How could increased trade at the post change both
settlement and access to land near Three Forks?

Trade drew newcomers and could support services and
settlement, while more people increased competition
over land and river access.

4 Why would it be inaccurate to say the trading post
alone caused the forced removal of Native nations?
What impact did the post have instead?

Forced removal was part of United States expansion, not
the result of one trading post. The post connected people
and goods, bringing opportunities and pressures to the
region.

PART 3 · YOUR TURN (SAMPLE ANSWER)
A community could trade some furs for useful tools while keeping enough time for other work. Its leaders could agree on a limit for
hunting and avoid buying goods on credit, reducing pressure on animals and the risk of debt. Because the three rivers bring
merchants and goods to the post, the community could compare offers rather than accept the first price.

Accept other passage-supported benefits and risks, including access to cloth or competition over land. Student plans should
explain a connection between river routes, trade, and a community decision.
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