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Oklahoma Takes Flight
Tracing the growth of defense, aviation, and weather-related work
OKH.C.8.2.B  “Examine the development of defense-related, aerospace, and aviation industries (e.g., Fort Sill, Tinker Air Force Base,
FAA, weather research, and national disaster preparedness).”

NAME DATE

1 READ AND MARK Read it twice

YOUR JOB Underline what each Oklahoma institution does, circle a need that helped its work develop,
and number two places where one kind of work supports another. Use your marks to trace
how these fields became connected.

More Than One Flight Path
During World War II, a military aircraft depot opened near Oklahoma City. The site later became
Tinker Air Force Base. Its workers repaired and maintained military aircraft, work that required
mechanics, engineers, and a steady supply of parts. After the war, the base did not disappear.
Continued demand for aircraft maintenance helped keep skilled jobs in central Oklahoma and
gave nearby businesses a reason to make tools and provide services. Tinker's growth shows how a
wartime need could become lasting aerospace work rather than a temporary construction project.

1

Oklahoma's defense work was not limited to aircraft repair. Fort Sill, established near Lawton in
1869, became an important center for Army field artillery training. As military technology
changed, training and equipment needs changed too, connecting the post to specialized jobs
beyond its gates. Civilian flight also required new expertise. At the FAA's Mike Monroney
Aeronautical Center in Oklahoma City, air traffic controllers receive training that helps them
manage aircraft safely. Unlike Tinker's maintenance work, the center focuses in part on the people
and systems needed to operate a growing aviation network. Each institution created a different
path into technical work.

2

Weather became another part of Oklahoma's aviation and safety story. At the National Severe
Storms Laboratory in Norman, researchers study dangerous storms and improve tools used to
detect them. Better storm information can help pilots avoid hazardous conditions and give
emergency managers more time to prepare communities. That research does not stop a tornado,
and a warning alone cannot guarantee safety. It can, however, support decisions about shelter and
response. Together, the depot, Army post, aviation training center, and storm laboratory show
related fields developing through linked needs: defense, safe flight, skilled labor, and disaster
preparedness.

3
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2 ANSWER WITH EVIDENCE Use the passage

1 How did Tinker's wartime origin lead to aerospace work that lasted beyond World War II?

2 How do Fort Sill and the FAA center show two different ways specialized work developed in Oklahoma?

3 How does storm research in Norman support both aviation and disaster preparedness?

4 Why does the passage present Oklahoma's defense, aerospace, and aviation growth as connected
rather than as one single type of work?

3 YOUR TURN Your own words

Imagine Oklahoma is funding one new high school training partnership. In five or six sentences, propose
a program connecting two institutions in the passage, explain the different needs that shaped their work,
and describe one benefit for safe flight or disaster preparedness.
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PART 1 · READ AND MARK
Underline what each Oklahoma institution does, circle a need that helped its work develop, and number two places where one
kind of work supports another. Use your marks to trace how these fields became connected. Accept any marking that follows this
job and points at the right text.

PART 2 · ANSWERS

# QUESTION ANSWER

1 How did Tinker's wartime origin lead to aerospace
work that lasted beyond World War II?

The wartime depot needed aircraft repair and
maintenance. Continued demand after the war sustained
skilled jobs and brought work to nearby businesses.

2 How do Fort Sill and the FAA center show two
different ways specialized work developed in
Oklahoma?

Changing military technology shaped Fort Sill's artillery
training and equipment needs. Growing civilian flight
created a need for air traffic controller training at the FAA
center.

3 How does storm research in Norman support both
aviation and disaster preparedness?

Better storm information can help pilots avoid dangerous
conditions and give emergency managers more time to
prepare communities.

4 Why does the passage present Oklahoma's defense,
aerospace, and aviation growth as connected rather
than as one single type of work?

The institutions do different work, including aircraft
maintenance, artillery training, air traffic controller
training, and storm research. Their work responds to
linked needs for defense, safe flight, skilled labor, and
preparedness.

PART 3 · YOUR TURN (SAMPLE ANSWER)
I would link Tinker Air Force Base and the National Severe Storms Laboratory in a student training program. Tinker grew from a
wartime aircraft depot into a place with lasting maintenance work. The Norman laboratory studies storms and improves detection
tools. Students could learn how storm alerts affect decisions about protecting aircraft and keeping repair crews safe. This
partnership would connect aerospace skills to disaster preparedness, although storm research cannot prevent storms.

Accept other accurate connections supported by the passage. For Part 3, the proposed partnership may be new, but its explanation
of each institution's work and needs must be historically accurate.
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