LESSON MAKER PRO HIGH SCHOOL - S.4.6

Doors and Decisions
How public libraries change with the communities they serve

S.4.6 "Explain how and why social institutions and cultures change over time.”

NAME DATE

€@ READ AND MARK Read it twice

YOUR JOB Underline two forces that pushed libraries to change, circle two changes in library practices,
and number one three-step chain from a pressure to a library response to an effect on
people's access.

Who Gets to Use the Library?

@ On a Saturday in 1939, a Black student in a Southern town might have found the public library's
main reading room closed to her, even while white students studied inside. Across the segregated
South, some public libraries barred Black residents, while others offered separate branches with
fewer resources. These rules did more than control a building. They taught residents whose
questions and stories were treated as welcome in public. Libraries, as civic institutions, reflected
segregation laws and customs. By limiting who could use shared books and space, they also helped

keep those customs in place.

@ During the civil rights movement, Black residents and their allies challenged library segregation
through petitions, sit-ins, and lawsuits. A sit-in at a library reading room made the conflict visible:
people seeking books faced rules that denied equal access. The Civil Rights Act of 1964 prohibited
discrimination based on race in programs receiving federal financial assistance. Along with local
activism and court decisions, this law put pressure on libraries to end discriminatory practices.
Change did not happen everywhere at once, and opening the doors did not erase differences in

neighborhood resources or the harm caused by decades of exclusion.

@ Decades later, another pressure changed many public libraries: access to information increasingly
depended on computers and the internet. Libraries began offering public computers, internet
connections, and help with online forms. A person without a home connection could apply for a
job or complete a government form there. This change was not simply a new service. As more
daily tasks moved online, libraries adapted their mission of public access. Their services also
helped people take part in a culture where digital skills mattered more. Yet computer hours,

staffing, and transportation still affected who could use these tools.
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ANSWER WITH EVIDENCE Use the passage

How did segregation customs shape library rules, and how did those rules help keep the customs in
place?

0 How did activism and the Civil Rights Act of 1964 push libraries to change? Why did equal access remain
incomplete?

e Why did libraries begin offering public computers, and how could that change affect someone without
internet at home?

o Compare the two periods: What different pressures changed libraries, and what purpose did the
changes share?

e YOUR TURN Your own words

Choose a social institution other than a public library, such as a school, sports league, or place of worship.
In 4 to 5 sentences, invent a realistic change, explain what causes it, and trace how it might change a
shared habit over time, including one possible trade-off.
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HIGH SCHOOL - S.4.6

Doors and Decisions

PART 1 - READ AND MARK

Underline two forces that pushed libraries to change, circle two changes in library practices, and number one three-step chain from
a pressure to a library response to an effect on people's access. Accept any marking that follows this job and points at the right text.

PART 2 - ANSWERS

# QUESTION

1 How did segregation customs shape library rules, and
how did those rules help keep the customs in place?

2 How did activism and the Civil Rights Act of 1964
push libraries to change? Why did equal access
remain incomplete?

3 Why did libraries begin offering public computers,
and how could that change affect someone without
internet at home?

4 Compare the two periods: What different pressures
changed libraries, and what purpose did the changes
share?

PART 3 - YOUR TURN (SAMPLE ANSWER)

ANSWER

Segregation customs led libraries to bar Black residents or
provide separate, less-resourced branches. Those rules
reinforced the idea that Black residents did not belong in
shared public spaces.

Petitions, sit-ins, and lawsuits challenged segregation,
while the law prohibited racial discrimination in programs
receiving federal financial assistance. Neighborhood
resource differences and the effects of past exclusion
remained.

As more tasks moved online, libraries offered computers
and internet access. Someone without a home connection
could use them to apply for a job or complete a
government form.

Civil rights activism and federal law pushed libraries to
end discriminatory practices. The growing need for
internet access pushed them to offer digital services. Both
changes expanded access to information.

A high school moves its first class an hour later after families and teachers raise concerns about students arriving exhausted. The
school changes bus routes and bell times so students can sleep longer on school nights. Over time, families might shift breakfast
and morning childcare routines, making later starts feel normal. However, students with afternoon jobs may have less time to work

if the school day ends later.

Accept other passage-supported cause-and-effect explanations that connect a social pressure to a change in library practice. For
Part 3, look for a plausible institutional change, its cause, a resulting shift in a shared habit, and a trade-off.
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