
L E S S O N  M A K E R  P R O HIGH SCHOOL · TOT.C.4.5.B

Messages Everywhere
How Nazi propaganda reached people in everyday life
TOT.C.4.5.B  “use of various forms of propaganda to indoctrinate the German population”

NAME DATE

1 READ AND MARK Read it twice

YOUR JOB Underline each form of propaganda in the passage, and circle the beliefs or actions the
Nazis wanted people to adopt. Use your marks to trace how different forms reinforced the
same ideas.

A Message at Every Turn
Imagine a family in Germany in the late 1930s turning on its radio after dinner. The Nazi
government promoted affordable receivers and tightly controlled broadcasts. Speeches and
reports praised Adolf Hitler as Germany's savior and presented obedience as a patriotic duty.
Newspapers under Nazi control repeated similar messages, while censorship removed many
competing views. Repetition mattered: a claim heard at home and then read the next morning
could begin to seem like common sense. These messages did not merely report events. They tried
to shape what Germans believed about their leader and how they should act.

1

On a city street, posters used bold words and simplified images to make Nazi ideas hard to miss.
Some portrayed Jews as dangerous outsiders, a false and hateful message used to justify exclusion
and persecution. In cinemas, newsreels showed carefully selected scenes of smiling crowds and
military strength before the main film. Such images suggested that the regime had broad support
and that loyalty brought national pride. A viewer might see the same ideas on the walk to the
theater and on the screen inside. Different formats reinforced one another without presenting a
balanced account of German society.

2

Young people encountered propaganda at school and in Nazi youth organizations. Textbooks and
lessons twisted history and biology to promote racist ideas, while youth activities linked belonging
with loyalty to Hitler. Mass rallies offered another kind of lesson: flags, music, uniforms, and
repeated slogans turned political support into a shared public performance. These settings aimed
to make Nazi beliefs feel normal, exciting, and socially expected. Yet exposure did not mean
everyone agreed. Some Germans resisted or privately doubted the messages, and speaking against
the regime could bring serious danger. Propaganda worked alongside censorship and
intimidation, not in place of them.

3
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2 ANSWER WITH EVIDENCE Use the passage

1 How did Nazi control of newspapers help the messages on the radio seem more believable?

2 What did carefully selected newsreel scenes suggest to cinema audiences, and why was that misleading?

3 How did school lessons and Nazi youth activities work together to shape young people's beliefs?

4 How could the sights and sounds of a mass rally make Nazi beliefs feel socially expected?

3 YOUR TURN Your own words

Imagine a German family in 1938 hearing a Nazi radio broadcast at home and seeing a Nazi poster on
the street. Write a five-sentence museum label explaining how the two forms could work together to
shape beliefs, what false or misleading idea they might spread, and why exposure did not guarantee
agreement.
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PART 1 · READ AND MARK
Underline each form of propaganda in the passage, and circle the beliefs or actions the Nazis wanted people to adopt. Use your
marks to trace how different forms reinforced the same ideas. Accept any marking that follows this job and points at the right text.

PART 2 · ANSWERS

# QUESTION ANSWER

1 How did Nazi control of newspapers help the
messages on the radio seem more believable?

Controlled newspapers repeated messages heard on the
radio, while censorship removed many competing views.
Repetition could make the claims seem like common
sense.

2 What did carefully selected newsreel scenes suggest
to cinema audiences, and why was that misleading?

Scenes of smiling crowds and military strength suggested
broad support for the regime and pride in loyalty to it. The
scenes were selected rather than a balanced account of
German society.

3 How did school lessons and Nazi youth activities work
together to shape young people's beliefs?

Lessons promoted racist ideas, while youth activities
linked belonging with loyalty to Hitler.

4 How could the sights and sounds of a mass rally make
Nazi beliefs feel socially expected?

Flags, music, uniforms, and repeated slogans made
political support a shared public performance, which
could make Nazi beliefs feel normal and expected.

PART 3 · YOUR TURN (SAMPLE ANSWER)
A German family in 1938 might hear a radio broadcast praising Hitler as Germany's savior. Outside, a poster could falsely portray
Jews as dangerous outsiders. The radio brought a Nazi message into the family's home, while the poster repeated propaganda in a
public place. Together, these encounters could make obedience and exclusion seem normal, even though the poster's claim was
false and hateful. The family might still question the messages, but openly objecting could be dangerous.

Accept responses that connect a specific form to the belief or behavior it was meant to promote. For the museum label, look for a
clear explanation of how radio and posters could reinforce each other without assuming every German accepted the messages.
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