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Categories and Consequences
How Nazi policies turned a false racial claim into unequal treatment
TOT.C.5.2  “Examine how identification, legal, and economic status was used to perpetuate the Nazi ideology of the “Master Race” and
target Jews.”

NAME DATE

1 READ AND MARK Read it twice

YOUR JOB As you read, underline one example each of identification, legal, and economic policy, and
write I, L, or E beside it. Number two places where one policy helped another policy target
Jews.

How a False Claim Became Policy
In Nazi Germany, officials turned a false claim about a “Master Race” into government categories.
Nazi ideology falsely ranked people by ancestry and cast Jews as a threat, regardless of how Jews
lived or what they believed. Under the 1935 Nuremberg Laws, officials classified people using
their grandparents’ religious records, not a scientific test of race. From 1939, Jews had to carry
identity cards marked with a “J.” In 1938, passports held by Jews were stamped with a “J,”
making the category visible at borders. These records helped officials identify people for unequal
treatment.

1

Classification did more than name people. The 1935 Reich Citizenship Law restricted citizenship
to people officials considered to have “German or related blood,” stripping Jews of full political
rights. Another Nuremberg Law forbade marriage between Jews and people classified as having
“German or related blood.” These rules treated invented racial divisions as if they were legitimate
legal boundaries. A Jewish neighbor who had lived in Germany for decades could be denied the
same rights as the neighbor next door. By connecting rights and marriage to ancestry, the state
tried to isolate Jews and give its racist hierarchy the force of law.

2

Economic rules reinforced this system. In 1938, the Nazi government required Jews to register
property above a set value. Officials used those records to help seize control of Jewish wealth. Nazi
policies also pushed Jewish owners to sell businesses to non-Jews, often at unfair prices, a process
called “Aryanization.” Once someone was identified as Jewish, legal exclusion and economic
pressure could work together: a person might lose rights while also losing a livelihood. These were
deliberate government actions, not proof of any real racial hierarchy. By taking resources and
opportunities from Jews, the regime helped advance its false vision of a “Master Race.”

3
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2 ANSWER WITH EVIDENCE Use the passage

1 How did officials turn family records into a way to target Jews?

2 How did the marriage law use the categories created by identification policies?

3 How could property registration help the government carry out its economic policies against Jews?

4 Why were identification, legal restrictions, and economic pressure more powerful together than a single
policy alone?

3 YOUR TURN Your own words

Imagine a Jewish shop owner in 1939 whose family has lived in Germany for decades. Write a five-
sentence museum label explaining how identification, law, and economic policy could affect this owner,
and how the three policies reinforced the Nazis’ false racial hierarchy. Do not invent a personal outcome.
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PART 1 · READ AND MARK
As you read, underline one example each of identification, legal, and economic policy, and write I, L, or E beside it. Number two
places where one policy helped another policy target Jews. Accept any marking that follows this job and points at the right text.

PART 2 · ANSWERS

# QUESTION ANSWER

1 How did officials turn family records into a way to
target Jews?

They used grandparents’ religious records to classify
people as Jewish, making people identifiable for unequal
treatment.

2 How did the marriage law use the categories created
by identification policies?

It forbade marriage between people classified as Jews
and those classified as having “German or related blood.”

3 How could property registration help the government
carry out its economic policies against Jews?

Registration gave officials records of Jewish property that
could help them seize control of wealth.

4 Why were identification, legal restrictions, and
economic pressure more powerful together than a
single policy alone?

Identification singled out Jews, laws denied them rights,
and economic policies threatened their property and
livelihoods. Together, the policies enforced the Nazis’
false racial hierarchy.

PART 3 · YOUR TURN (SAMPLE ANSWER)
Although the shop owner’s family has lived in Germany for decades, Nazi officials could classify the owner as Jewish by consulting
family records. An identity card marked with a “J” would make that classification easy to check. Under Nazi law, the owner lacked full
political rights, regardless of the family’s long residence. Property registration could help officials locate the owner’s assets, while
pressure to sell the shop to a non-Jew could threaten the owner’s livelihood. Together, these measures turned a false claim about
racial superiority into a system that singled out this owner for unequal treatment.

Accept other accurate links among classification, loss of rights, and economic pressure. Responses should describe possible effects
without claiming that every Jewish shop owner had the same outcome.
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