LESSON MAKER PRO
A Trial Heard Worldwide

Trace how one courtroom shaped ideas about justice

TOT.C.7.11 "Explain the effect of the Eichmann Trial on policy concerning crimes against humanity, capital punishment, accountability,
the testimony of survivors, and acknowledgment of the international community.”

NAME DATE

@ READ AND MARK Read it twice

YOUR JOB Underline details showing legal accountability, circle details showing wider public
acknowledgment, and write a 1 beside a sentence that limits what the trial changed.

The Eichmann Trial and Its Reach

@ In 1961, a courtroom in Jerusalem became a window onto crimes that crossed borders. Israel put
Adolf Eichmann, a former Nazi official, on trial for helping organize the deportation of Jews to
ghettos and killing centers during the Holocaust. Prosecutors charged him with crimes against the
Jewish people, crimes against humanity, and war crimes. Eichmann argued that he had only
followed orders. The court rejected that defense and convicted him. The verdict showed how a
national court could hold an official personally accountable for mass atrocities, even when he

claimed to be only a small part of a government system.

@ The court also heard survivors describe what they had seen and endured. Their testimony did
more than establish facts about Nazi crimes. It gave survivors a public role in explaining the
human cost of policies that officials had recorded as paperwork and transport schedules. Radio
broadcasts and television footage carried parts of the trial beyond Israel. For many listeners and
viewers, the voices of survivors made the Holocaust harder to dismiss or treat as distant history.
The trial helped expand public acknowledgment of the Holocaust across the international

community, although awareness and responses still differed from place to place.

@ After the conviction, Israel's Supreme Court upheld Eichmann's sentence, and he was executed in
1962. Israel had abolished the death penalty for ordinary murder in 1954. His case showed that
capital punishment remained possible under special laws addressing Nazi crimes, while raising
questions about when a state should use it. The trial did not invent the legal category of crimes
against humanity; earlier postwar trials had used it. Nor did it create an international court or a
new worldwide policy by itself. Instead, it gave later discussions about prosecution, survivor

testimony, and international responsibility a widely watched example.

Made free with Lesson Maker Pro - lessonmakerpro.com/standards/ok-social-studies/tot-c-7-11 Student worksheet - Read and mark



ANSWER WITH EVIDENCE Use the passage

How did Eichmann's conviction challenge his claim about following orders, and what did it show about
accountability?

e How did survivor testimony affect public acknowledgment of the Holocaust beyond Israel?

e What did Eichmann's execution show about capital punishment under Israeli law?

o Why would it be inaccurate to say the trial created a new worldwide policy on crimes against humanity?

e YOUR TURN Your own words

Write a 70 to 90 word museum label for an exhibit about the Eichmann trial. Connect two features of the
trial to two effects on ideas about justice or public understanding, and explain one limit on what the trial
changed.
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A Trial Heard Worldwide HIGH SCHOOL - TOT.C.7.11

PART 1 - READ AND MARK

Underline details showing legal accountability, circle details showing wider public acknowledgment, and write a 1 beside a
sentence that limits what the trial changed. Accept any marking that follows this job and points at the right text.

PART 2 - ANSWERS

# QUESTION ANSWER
1 How did Eichmann's conviction challenge his claim The court rejected following orders as a defense and held
about following orders, and what did it show about Eichmann personally accountable for his role in mass
accountability? atrocities.
2 How did survivor testimony affect public Broadcasts carried survivors' accounts beyond Israel,
acknowledgment of the Holocaust beyond Israel? helping more people understand the human cost of Nazi
crimes and acknowledge the Holocaust.
3 What did Eichmann's execution show about capital Although Israel had abolished the death penalty for
punishment under Israeli law? ordinary murder, execution remained possible under
special laws addressing Nazi crimes.
4 Why would it be inaccurate to say the trial created a Earlier postwar trials had already used the legal category,
new worldwide policy on crimes against humanity? and Eichmann'’s trial took place in an Israeli court, not a

new international court.

PART 3 - YOUR TURN (SAMPLE ANSWER)

At this trial, a former Nazi official faced judgment for helping organize the deportation of Jews. His conviction showed that claiming
to follow orders did not erase personal responsibility for mass crimes. Survivors spoke in court, and broadcasts carried their
accounts beyond Israel, widening public acknowledgment of the Holocaust. Yet this courtroom was an Israeli court, not a new
international court. Earlier trials had already used the term crimes against humanity. The trial's importance lies partly in making
existing questions about justice impossible for many people to ignore.

Accept other accurate connections between trial features and effects. The limit may concern earlier use of crimes against humanity,
the absence of a new international court or worldwide policy, or the exceptional use of capital punishment.
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