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The Square Debate
How a town balances decisions, rights, and competing needs
USG.C.1.2.B  “Describe common characteristics of representative democracies (e.g., idea of natural rights and liberties, the rule of law,
equality of all citizens under the law, majority rule with minority rights, the necessity of compromise).”

NAME DATE

1 READ AND MARK Read it twice

YOUR JOB Underline an example of a liberty, circle a rule that applies equally to everyone, and label
one example each of majority rule, minority rights, and compromise with the numbers 1, 2,
and 3.

Who Gets to Use the Square?
On Saturdays, the public square in Cedar Glen sits mostly empty. Local vendors ask the city
council to allow a weekly market there. A neighborhood group already meets in the square to
discuss city issues and worries that crowded stalls and loudspeakers will drown out its
conversations. At a public hearing, vendors speak in favor of the market, while group members
speak against the proposed schedule. Both sides use the liberties of speech and peaceful assembly.
These liberties reflect the idea of natural rights: people have basic rights that government should
respect, not gifts officials may take back because someone disagrees.

1

The council must decide under a publicly posted ordinance, not through personal favors. It
requires the same application, safety plan, and fee from any group requesting scheduled use of the
square. Council members who want to reserve it must follow those rules too. This is the rule of
law: public decisions follow established rules, and officials do not stand above them. It also shows
equality under the law: officials cannot reject the neighborhood group's application because they
dislike its views while approving a similar request from someone they favor. The council may
regulate scheduling, but it cannot silence critics for disagreeing.

2

After debate, five council members vote for a market and two vote against it. The majority's
decision allows vendors to use marked stalls from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturdays. But the vote does
not erase the rights of dissenting members or the neighborhood group. The final plan reserves
part of the square where the group can meet during market hours and allows amplified market
announcements only from noon to 2 p.m. Vendors gain a place to sell, while the group retains
space to speak and gains protection from loud announcements outside those hours. This
compromise gives neither side everything it wanted.

3
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2 ANSWER WITH EVIDENCE Use the passage

1 How do both sides exercise liberties during the public hearing, and what does the idea of natural rights
say about those liberties?

2 How do the square's application rules show both the rule of law and equality under the law?

3 What did the council majority decide, and how does the plan protect a group that opposed the market?

4 How does the final plan require compromise? Identify what the vendors gain and one protection the
neighborhood group gains.

3 YOUR TURN Your own words

In another town, most residents want weekend concerts in a public park, but a small poetry group meets
there to read aloud. In four or five sentences, propose a policy that respects speech and assembly, uses
the same rules for everyone, and balances the concert plan with the poetry group's needs.
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PART 1 · READ AND MARK
Underline an example of a liberty, circle a rule that applies equally to everyone, and label one example each of majority rule,
minority rights, and compromise with the numbers 1, 2, and 3. Accept any marking that follows this job and points at the right text.

PART 2 · ANSWERS

# QUESTION ANSWER

1 How do both sides exercise liberties during the public
hearing, and what does the idea of natural rights say
about those liberties?

Vendors speak for the market, and group members speak
against the schedule. Their speech and peaceful assembly
are basic rights that officials should respect, even when
they disagree.

2 How do the square's application rules show both the
rule of law and equality under the law?

Decisions must follow the posted ordinance, and even
council members must follow its rules. Every group faces
the same application, safety plan, and fee.

3 What did the council majority decide, and how does
the plan protect a group that opposed the market?

The majority approved a Saturday market. The
neighborhood group can still meet and speak in a
reserved part of the square during market hours.

4 How does the final plan require compromise? Identify
what the vendors gain and one protection the
neighborhood group gains.

Vendors gain market space, but amplified announcements
are allowed only from noon to 2 p.m. The group gains
protection from those announcements outside those
hours.

PART 3 · YOUR TURN (SAMPLE ANSWER)
The council could hold concerts from 2 to 5 p.m. and reserve mornings for poetry readings. Poets could still speak and gather in
the park even if most residents support concerts. Every group would follow the same published rules for reserving park time.
Officials could not deny the poets a reservation because they dislike their views. Concert fans get an afternoon event, while the
poetry group keeps a time to meet.

Accept other passage-supported examples of liberties, equal treatment, minority rights, and compromise. For Part 3, accept
workable policies that protect the poetry group's speech and assembly, apply rules equally, and give both groups a way to use the
park.
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