LESSON MAKER PRO
Coast of Connections

How exchange shapes a region

WG.C.3.4 "Explain the processes of cultural diffusion and interdependence, analyzing their impact on defining a region.”

NAME DATE

€@ READ AND MARK Read it twice

YOUR JOB Underline two details showing how cultural traits spread or changed, and circle two details
showing groups relying on one another. Number one sentence that makes you reconsider
where the region's boundary belongs.

The Swahili Coast: A Region Built by Exchange

@ At the port of Kilwa, on the coast of present-day Tanzania, a merchant in the 1300s might have
watched ships arrive with the seasonal monsoon winds. Across the Indian Ocean, winds changed
direction at different times of year, helping sailors travel between East Africa, Arabia, and South
Asia. The towns along this coast were linked to ocean routes, but also to communities inland. Gold
from regions to the south reached coastal markets through inland trade. Merchants shipped it
across the ocean and brought back cloth and ceramics. These repeated exchanges made the coast

part of a wider trading region.

@ Trading connections also carried beliefs, words, and building ideas. Islam spread to many coastal
towns through contact with Muslim merchants and local adoption over centuries. Swahili
developed from African Bantu languages and absorbed words from Arabic, reflecting long contact
rather than a replacement of local speech. In towns such as Kilwa, stone buildings and mosques
stood alongside practices rooted in local communities. Cultural diffusion did not make every town
identical, and people inland did not all share the same customs. Still, related languages, trade

practices, and religious networks helped people recognize a connected coastal region.

@ The ports and their trading partners depended on one another in uneven ways. Coastal merchants
needed inland suppliers for gold, while inland traders could gain access to imported cloth through
the ports. Ocean merchants relied on coastal markets and local knowledge of harbors. This
interdependence shaped where goods moved, even when groups held different amounts of power.
A boundary drawn only around the shoreline would miss inland routes and overseas ties. A
boundary drawn around every trading partner, however, would hide differences among
communities. The Swahili Coast is best understood as a region formed by shared connections, not

by a sharp line.
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ANSWER WITH EVIDENCE Use the passage

How do the spread of Islam and the development of Swahili show cultural diffusion without showing that

local cultures disappeared?

0 Explain how inland traders and coastal merchants depended on each other. Use two goods from the
passage.

e Why would a boundary around only the shoreline leave out part of the network that shaped the Swabhili
Coast?

o How did the monsoon winds help create connections that affected both trade and culture along the
coast?

e YOUR TURN Your own words

Imagine three neighboring mountain valleys: one grows grain, one makes tools, and one hosts a yearly
festival visited by all three. In four sentences, describe a possible example of cultural diffusion, an
example of interdependence, and how both could help define a region without making the valleys
identical.
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Coast of Connections HIGH SCHOOL - WG.C.3.4

PART 1 - READ AND MARK

Underline two details showing how cultural traits spread or changed, and circle two details showing groups relying on one another.
Number one sentence that makes you reconsider where the region's boundary belongs. Accept any marking that follows this job
and points at the right text.

PART 2 - ANSWERS

# QUESTION ANSWER

1 How do the spread of Islam and the development of Coastal communities adopted Islam through contact over
Swabhili show cultural diffusion without showing that time, and Swahili absorbed Arabic words while remaining
local cultures disappeared? rooted in African Bantu languages. Local practices

continued.

2 Explain how inland traders and coastal merchants Coastal merchants obtained gold through inland trade.
depended on each other. Use two goods from the Inland traders could gain access to imported cloth
passage. through coastal ports.

3 Why would a boundary around only the shoreline Inland routes supplied coastal markets with gold, while
leave out part of the network that shaped the Swabhili ocean routes connected the ports to other trading
Coast? partners. Both shaped the coast's exchanges.

4 How did the monsoon winds help create connections Changing winds helped sailors travel between the coast
that affected both trade and culture along the coast? and other Indian Ocean areas. Repeated contact moved

goods as well as beliefs and words.

PART 3 - YOUR TURN (SAMPLE ANSWER)

Visitors teach a festival song to people in the grain valley, who add local words. Farmers trade grain for tools, so the farming and
toolmaking valleys rely on each other. The festival and trade could make the three valleys a region linked by regular contact. Their
different work and versions of the song show that a connected region does not need a single culture.

Accept other passage-based explanations that connect exchange to regional identity. For Part 3, look for a plausible cultural
change, a two-way economic relationship, and a regional claim that allows for differences among the valleys.
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