
L E S S O N  M A K E R  P R O GRADE 2 · TEKS 2.17.B

Solve the Puddle
Follow each step from a problem to a tested solution.

2.17.B  “use problem-solving and decision-making processes to identify a problem, gather information, list and consider options,
consider advantages and disadvantages, choose and implement a solution, and evaluate the effectiveness of the solution.”

NAME DATE

1 READ AND MARK Read it twice

YOUR JOB Underline the problem, circle the information the class gathered, number the
three options 1, 2, and 3, and put a star by the chosen solution to trace how the
class solved the problem.

A Safer Doorway

At recess, water puddled by the classroom door. Students tracked mud inside, and the

floor became slippery. Ms. Lee asked the class to solve the problem. First, they

watched the doorway and gathered information about when and where the water

appeared.

1

The class listed three options: put a towel down, ask an adult to mop, or place a boot

tray outside. A towel was quick, but it stayed wet. Mopping worked, but an adult might

be busy. The tray could catch boots after rain.

2

The class chose the boot tray. The custodian put it outside the door, and students used

it for one week. Then the class checked the floor after recess. There was less mud and

no slipping, so they decided the tray was an effective solution.

3
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2 ANSWER WITH EVIDENCE Use the passage

1 What problem did the class need to solve, and what information did they gather?

2 What were one advantage and one disadvantage of asking an adult to mop?

3 How did the class check whether the boot tray worked? What did they find?

3 YOUR TURN Your own words

With teacher help, solve a safe small school problem, such as loose pencils. Use one row for
each step: problem; real information; two options with a pro and con; choice and action
tried; actual result and keep/change decision. Gather information, try your approved
solution and check what happened. Adults handle unsafe problems.

STEP MY PLAN AND ACTUAL RESULT
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A N S W E R  K E Y  Solve the Puddle GRADE 2 · TEKS 2.17.B

PART 1 · READ AND MARK

Underline the problem, circle the information the class gathered, number the three options 1, 2, and 3,
and put a star by the chosen solution to trace how the class solved the problem. Accept any marking that
follows this job and points at the right text.

PART 2 · ANSWERS

# QUESTION ANSWER

1 What problem did the class need to solve,
and what information did they gather?

The doorway puddle made the floor muddy
and slippery. The class watched to learn when
and where the water appeared.

2 What were one advantage and one
disadvantage of asking an adult to mop?

Mopping worked, but an adult might be busy.

3 How did the class check whether the boot
tray worked? What did they find?

They checked the floor after recess after using
the tray for one week. There was less mud and
no slipping.

PART 3 · YOUR TURN (SAMPLE ANSWER)

Illustrative completed example; students record their own results.

STEP EXAMPLE RECORD

Problem Pencils roll off our table.

Information I saw six pencils fall during math.

Options Cup: easy to reach but may tip. Drawer: stays closed but takes longer.

Action tried We chose a cup and put it in the middle.

Result / decision After two days no pencils fell, so we kept the cup.

Accept answers that accurately identify the passage steps and use passage details. For the table, accept
any realistic school problem that includes information gathering, options with a pro and con, an action,
and a way to evaluate the result. Provide a safe short task and materials, observe actual information
gathering and implementation, then check the recorded result and evaluation. Outcomes may show
success, partial success or no improvement; a proposed future check alone is incomplete. Use students'
own observations, not the illustrative sample.
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