
L E S S O N  M A K E R  P R O GRADE 4 · TEKS 4.1.C

Safety Detectives
Read closely to identify safe investigation choices.

4.1.C  “demonstrate safe practices and the use of safety equipment during classroom and field investigations as outlined in Texas
Education Agency-approved safety standards;”

NAME DATE

1 READ AND MARK Read it twice

YOUR JOB Underline each action that keeps an investigator safe. Circle each piece of safety
equipment to show how it helps during an investigation.

Two Safe Investigations

Ms. Ortiz’s class plans two investigations: testing how quickly different soils absorb water in the

classroom and counting insects along a schoolyard path. Before starting, the class reads the

procedure, finds the safety equipment, and talks about possible hazards. A safe investigator

notices risks early, follows directions, and tells the teacher about any unsafe condition.

1

For the soil test, students wear splash goggles before pouring water into cups. They keep cup

openings pointed away from faces, walk instead of carrying water quickly, and wipe up a spill only

after telling Ms. Ortiz. They do not taste soil or water. At the end, they pour materials where the

teacher directs, clean the table, and wash their hands.

2

Outside, students stay with their assigned partner and remain inside the marked study area. They

wear closed-toe shoes to protect their feet and use a clipboard so they can record observations

without kneeling near insects. They watch organisms without touching them, avoid unknown

plants, and never collect an animal. If they find broken glass, a sting, or another danger, they

move away and report it immediately.

3
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2 ANSWER WITH EVIDENCE Use the passage

1 What safety equipment do students wear before pouring water into cups?

2 What should students do before wiping up a spill?

3 Name two safe actions students use during the schoolyard insect count.

4 What should a student do after finding broken glass in the study area?

3 YOUR TURN Your own words

Plan a safe investigation to compare the kinds of leaves in two schoolyard areas. Write three safety
actions you will take, including one piece of safety equipment and when you will use it.

Made free with Lesson Maker Pro · lessonmakerpro.com/standards/teks-science/4-1-c Student page 2 of 2



A N S W E R  K E Y  Safety Detectives GRADE 4 · TEKS 4.1.C

PART 1 · READ AND MARK

Underline each action that keeps an investigator safe. Circle each piece of safety equipment to show how
it helps during an investigation. Accept any marking that follows this job and points at the right text.

PART 2 · ANSWERS

# QUESTION ANSWER

1 What safety equipment do students wear
before pouring water into cups?

Students wear splash goggles.

2 What should students do before wiping up
a spill?

They should tell Ms. Ortiz, or the teacher,
before wiping up the spill.

3 Name two safe actions students use during
the schoolyard insect count.

Answers include staying with an assigned
partner, remaining inside the marked area,
wearing closed-toe shoes, using a clipboard,
watching insects without touching them,
avoiding unknown plants, and not collecting
animals.

4 What should a student do after finding
broken glass in the study area?

The student should move away and report it
immediately.

PART 3 · YOUR TURN (SAMPLE ANSWER)

I will wear closed-toe shoes before walking in the schoolyard. My partner and I will stay in the marked
areas and use a clipboard to record leaf types. We will not touch unknown plants, and we will move away
and tell the teacher if we see broken glass.

Accept safety plans that include three appropriate actions for a schoolyard investigation. The response
must name safety equipment and explain when it will be used.
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