
L E S S O N  M A K E R  P R O GRADE 6 · TEKS 6.14.C

Keeping the Library
Analyze how one community institution earns lasting support.

6.14.C  “analyze the efforts and activities institutions use to sustain themselves over time.”

NAME DATE

1 READ AND MARK Read it twice

YOUR JOB Underline each effort or activity that helps the library continue, and circle the words that tell
how it supports the library over time.

How a Library Lasts

The Riverbend Community Library has served residents for more than eighty years. It is not

supported by book loans alone. Each spring, library leaders prepare a budget that lists costs for

staff, building repairs, new books, and computers. They present the budget to the city council,

which provides public funding. The Friends of the Library group also raises money through a

used-book sale. These efforts help the library pay its bills and plan beyond the current year.

1

Money is only one part of staying useful. The library tracks which materials and programs

residents use. When many families asked for homework help, staff started an after-school study

hour. When older adults requested help with online forms, librarians offered digital-skills classes.

Staff members review attendance and comments after each program. This information helps them

decide which services to continue, change, or end. By responding to community needs, the library

gives people reasons to visit and support it.

2

People outside the staff also help protect the library's future. Volunteers shelve books, lead a

summer reading club, and deliver materials to homebound residents. Library workers train the

volunteers so tasks are done safely and consistently. The library posts program dates in local

stores and on its website to reach more people. It also follows rules for handling private borrowing

records. Trust, trained helpers, and clear communication build lasting support for the institution.

3
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2 ANSWER WITH EVIDENCE Use the passage

1 How do the budget and public funding help the library sustain itself over time?

2 Why does the library review program attendance and comments after each program?

3 Compare the used-book sale with volunteer work. How does each one support the library?

4 How can protecting private borrowing records and sharing program dates both help the library last?

3 YOUR TURN Your own words

Choose a school club, community center, museum, or sports team. Write four or five sentences that name
two actions it could use to sustain itself and explain how each action would help it keep serving people
over time.
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A N S W E R  K E Y  Keeping the Library GRADE 6 · TEKS 6.14.C

PART 1 · READ AND MARK

Underline each effort or activity that helps the library continue, and circle the words that tell how it
supports the library over time. Accept any marking that follows this job and points at the right text.

PART 2 · ANSWERS

# QUESTION ANSWER

1 How do the budget and public funding
help the library sustain itself over time?

The budget helps leaders plan for costs, and
public funding from the city council helps pay
for staff, repairs, books, and computers.

2 Why does the library review program
attendance and comments after each
program?

The information helps staff decide which
services to continue, change, or end so the
library can meet community needs.

3 Compare the used-book sale with
volunteer work. How does each one
support the library?

The used-book sale raises money for the
library. Volunteers provide help by shelving
books, leading a reading club, and delivering
materials to homebound residents.

4 How can protecting private borrowing
records and sharing program dates both
help the library last?

Protecting records builds trust with residents.
Sharing program dates reaches more people,
which can bring more visitors and support.

PART 3 · YOUR TURN (SAMPLE ANSWER)

The school garden club could hold a seedling sale each spring to raise money for soil and tools.
Members could post meeting times in the school newsletter to invite new students. The sale would help
the club pay for supplies each year. Clear announcements would bring new members who can care for
the garden and continue the club.

Accept equivalent explanations that connect an institutional action to a lasting benefit, such as funding,
useful services, trust, volunteers, or community support. For the open response, students should name
two realistic actions and explain how each helps the chosen institution continue over time.
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