LESSON MAKER PRO
Ideas Shape Mali

Trace how beliefs, ways of thinking, and daily life influence one another.

6.17.A “explain the relationship among religious ideas, philosophical ideas, and cultures; and”

NAME DATE

€ READ AND MARK Read it twice

YOUR JOB Underline each religious or philosophical idea. Circle the cultural practice or change
connected to it, then draw a line between each connected pair.

Mali: Ideas and Culture

@ In the 1300s, Mali was a large West African empire connected to trade across the Sahara Desert.
Many leaders and merchants in Mali practiced Islam, a religion that teaches belief in one God and
values charity, learning, and community responsibility. Islamic ideas traveled with traders,
teachers, and pilgrims. They did not arrive in an empty culture. People in Mali already had
languages, family traditions, music, and beliefs that guided daily life. As people met, religious

ideas and local culture affected one another.

@ Some Mali rulers supported mosques and Islamic schools in cities such as Timbuktu. These
choices reflected a philosophical idea, or way of thinking, that knowledge should be sought and
shared. Students studied the Qur'an and other subjects, and scholars copied books by hand. At the
same time, many families continued local ceremonies and honored ancestors. A person could take
part in Islamic worship while also following family customs. This blending showed that culture

can change without every older practice disappearing.

@ Religious and philosophical ideas also shaped public life. Islam encouraged some rulers to
connect Mali with other Muslim communities through trade, travel, and scholarship. The value
placed on learning helped Timbuktu become known as a center of study. In return, Mali's culture
gave Islam local forms, including styles of teaching and community celebrations. This example
does not mean that all people believed or practiced in the same way. It shows a relationship: ideas

can influence culture, while cultural practices can shape how people live out ideas.
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€ ANSWER WITH EVIDENCE Use the passage

0 How did Islamic ideas about learning affect a part of Mali's culture?

e What philosophical idea is connected to Mali's schools and scholars? Explain the connection.

e How could a person in Mali take part in two different cultural or religious traditions?

0 Give one example from the passage showing culture shaping how people practiced an idea.

o YOUR TURN Your own words

Create an imaginary community in three sentences. Name one religious or philosophical idea and one
cultural practice, then explain how the idea changes the practice and how the practice shapes how
people use the idea.
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Ideas Shape Mali

GRADE 6 - TEKS 6.17.A

PART 1 - READ AND MARK

Underline each religious or philosophical idea. Circle the cultural practice or change connected to it, then

draw a line between each connected pair. Accept any marking that follows this job and points at the right

text.

PART 2 - ANSWERS
# QUESTION

1 How did Islamic ideas about learning affect
a part of Mali's culture?

2 What philosophical idea is connected to
Mali's schools and scholars? Explain the
connection.

3 How could a person in Mali take part in two
different cultural or religious traditions?

4 Give one example from the passage
showing culture shaping how people
practiced an idea.

PART 3 - YOUR TURN (SAMPLE ANSWER)

ANSWER

They led some rulers to support mosques and
Islamic schools. The value placed on learning
also helped Timbuktu become a center of
study.

The idea was that knowledge should be
sought and shared. This idea was shown
through schools, students studying, and
scholars copying books.

A person could take part in Islamic worship
while also following family customs, such as
local ceremonies and honoring ancestors.

Mali's culture gave Islam local forms,
including styles of teaching and community
celebrations.

In a coastal town, a philosophical idea that every child should learn leads families to open an evening
reading room. The reading room includes storytelling in the town's home language, a local cultural

practice. That practice shapes the idea because elders choose stories that teach community

responsibility.

Accept any accurate three-sentence scenario that identifies an idea and a cultural practice. The response
must explain influence in both directions, from idea to culture and from culture to the way people live out

the idea.
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