LESSON MAKER PRO
Fire With Purpose

Analyze how technical language, structure, and apparent contradiction shape an explanation.

11.RI.2 “Craft and Style Examine how textual elements and organizational patterns contribute to meaning and the author’s purpose. Analyze
and interpret the key terms (e.g., content-specific words and phrases...”

NAME DATE

€@ READ AND MARK Read it twice

YOUR JOB Underline technical terms and their nearby explanations. Circle phrases that bring together
opposing ideas, then write 1, 2, or 3 beside each paragraph to show its role in the
explanation.

Why Forest Managers Use Fire

@ Many pine forests in the southeastern United States evolved with frequent, low-intensity fires. For
decades, agencies often suppressed nearly every wildfire. Needles, fallen branches, and dry shrubs
then accumulated as fuel. When a spark reached this dense material, flames could climb into tree
crowns and spread quickly. Land managers use prescribed fire, a planned burn conducted under
selected weather conditions, to reduce that fuel. Before ignition, crews map boundaries, check
humidity and wind, and prepare firebreaks, strips where vegetation has been removed or altered

to slow a fire.

@ During a burn, crews ignite small sections and watch how the fire behaves. They measure flame
length, the length of a flame from its base to its tip, because shorter flames are easier to manage.
Smoke is also monitored, since it can affect nearby roads and communities. The goal is not to
make a forest look untouched. Blackened grass and trunks may appear alarming at first, yet many
mature pines survive, and new shoots often grow after rain. In this case, burning vegetation can

help protect the larger living system.

@ Prescribed fire is not suitable on every day or every site, and an escaped burn can cause serious
harm. Managers therefore write burn plans, notify neighbors, and cancel operations when
conditions change. This caution complicates a simple message: a forest can look damaged
immediately after treatment while becoming less vulnerable to a severe wildfire later. Seeing
immediate change alongside later protection shows why fire policy requires judgment rather than
a slogan. Controlled disturbance can support forest health and community safety when decisions

match local conditions.
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ANSWER WITH EVIDENCE Use the passage

How do the definitions of prescribed fire and firebreak clarify the forest-management strategy?

e Describe how the three paragraphs are organized. How does this order help the author explain
prescribed fire?

e The passage says that “burning vegetation can help protect the larger living system.” I[dentify the
language device in this statement and explain its effect.

0 Why does the author include the risks of prescribed fire and the need to cancel burns when conditions
change?

e YOUR TURN Your own words

Write a 70 to 90 word informational paragraph about a process that solves a problem, such as water
treatment, vaccination, or building insulation. Use one technical term accurately and include exactly one
paradox, oxymoron, irony, sarcasm, overstatement, or understatement. After the paragraph, write one
sentence naming the device and explaining how it supports your purpose.
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Fire With Purpose GRADE 11 - 11.RI.2

PART 1 - READ AND MARK

Underline technical terms and their nearby explanations. Circle phrases that bring together opposing ideas, then write 1, 2, or 3
beside each paragraph to show its role in the explanation. Accept any marking that follows this job and points at the right text.

PART 2 - ANSWERS

# QUESTION ANSWER
1 How do the definitions of prescribed fire and A prescribed fire is a planned burn under selected
firebreak clarify the forest-management strategy? weather conditions that reduces fuel. A firebreak is a strip

with vegetation removed or altered to slow a fire, helping
crews contain the burn.

2 Describe how the three paragraphs are organized. Paragraph 1 presents the fuel problem and introduces the
How does this order help the author explain strategy. Paragraph 2 explains how a burn is managed
prescribed fire? and what it can do. Paragraph 3 gives limits and long-term

implications, creating a complete, balanced explanation.

3 The passage says that "burning vegetation can help It is a paradox. It joins the seemingly opposite ideas of
protect the larger living system.” Identify the language = burning and protecting to emphasize the surprising
device in this statement and explain its effect. benefit of prescribed fire.

4 Why does the author include the risks of prescribed These details make the explanation more credible and
fire and the need to cancel burns when conditions nuanced. They show that prescribed fire is not a simple or
change? universal solution and requires careful judgment.

PART 3 - YOUR TURN (SAMPLE ANSWER)

Municipal water treatment removes harmful organisms before water reaches homes. At a treatment plant, coagulation causes tiny
particles to clump together, making them easier to filter. Disinfection then uses chemicals or ultraviolet light to reduce remaining
microbes. These steps require equipment, testing, and trained workers. For a community that depends on safe tap water every day,
maintaining this system is a minor task, requiring careful monitoring of pipes and storage tanks. The understatement is “a minor
task”; it emphasizes that water treatment is actually demanding and important.

Accept equivalent explanations of the paragraph structure and the paradox's effect when supported by passage details. For the
open task, confirm that the paragraph meets the word range, uses a technical term correctly, and contains one identifiable
language device.
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