
L E S S O N  M A K E R  P R O GRADE 8 · 8.RL.1.B

Laughter by the River
Track a serious main plot and a comic subplot.
8.RL.1.B  “Explain how different plot patterns (e.g., comedy, drama, tragedy) and subplots create meaning and examine their influence on
characters, theme, pacing, and point of view.”

NAME DATE

1 READ AND MARK Read it twice

YOUR JOB Underline two events that build the serious main conflict, circle the details about Niko’s
banner problem, and number 1, 2, and 3 beside moments when the mood or pace changes.
Use your marks to explain how the plots work together.

The Safety First Banner

At dawn, I found the town hall lights glowing over the empty square. My mother, the mayor, had

planned a festival to celebrate the repaired river wall. In the records room, I discovered that the

engineer’s newest report warned that a weak section still needed work. If I showed Mother the

report, she might cancel the festival and lose the election. If I hid it, families could gather beside a

wall that might fail during spring rain.

1

My cousin Niko had been assigned to hang festival banners, but he kept tangling them in the clock

tower’s old pulley. Each time he pulled a rope, a new banner fell across his face, and he shouted

directions to pigeons that ignored him. I climbed the stairs to help, forgetting the report for a

moment. Niko finally asked why I looked “like a wet textbook.” His jokes made me laugh, but his

question made me admit what I had found.

2

When dark clouds rolled above the river, I carried the report to the square. Mother read it while

Niko accidentally dropped a banner that said SAFETY FIRST across the stage. People laughed,

then noticed Mother’s face. She stopped the music, closed the riverside booths, and ordered

workers to inspect the wall. From where I stood, her choice seemed braver than winning. Niko’s

nonsense eased the tense scene, yet it also made the warning impossible to ignore.

3
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2 ANSWER WITH EVIDENCE Use the passage

1 What plot pattern shapes the main conflict? Explain how the conflict creates meaning in the passage.

2 How does Niko’s comic subplot influence the narrator as a character? Use one detail from the passage.

3 How does the comic subplot affect the pacing of the story? Compare the clock tower scene with the final
scene.

4 How does the first-person point of view shape the reader’s understanding of Mother’s final choice?

3 YOUR TURN Your own words

Write a four-sentence, first-person scene with a dramatic main conflict and a brief comic subplot. In
sentence 4, explain how the subplot affects pacing and supports a theme.

Made free with Lesson Maker Pro · lessonmakerpro.com/standards/va-sol-ela/8-rl-1-b Student page 2 of 2



A N S W E R  K E Y  Laughter by the River GRADE 8 · 8.RL.1.B

PART 1 · READ AND MARK

Underline two events that build the serious main conflict, circle the details about Niko’s banner problem, and
number 1, 2, and 3 beside moments when the mood or pace changes. Use your marks to explain how the plots work
together. Accept any marking that follows this job and points at the right text.

PART 2 · ANSWERS

# QUESTION ANSWER

1 What plot pattern shapes the main conflict?
Explain how the conflict creates meaning in the
passage.

The main plot is a drama. The narrator must choose
between protecting the mayor’s election chances
and warning people about danger, which develops
the idea that safety and honesty matter more than
public success.

2 How does Niko’s comic subplot influence the
narrator as a character? Use one detail from the
passage.

Niko’s jokes make the narrator laugh and help the
narrator admit finding the report. His comic
behavior gives the worried narrator a brief release
and pushes the narrator toward honesty.

3 How does the comic subplot affect the pacing
of the story? Compare the clock tower scene
with the final scene.

The banner trouble in the clock tower slows the
serious conflict and gives the reader a pause. The
dark clouds and the report in the final scene
increase the pace as the danger becomes urgent.

4 How does the first-person point of view shape
the reader’s understanding of Mother’s final
choice?

The reader sees Mother through the narrator’s
thoughts and observations. The narrator calls her
choice brave, but the reader does not directly know
Mother’s private thoughts or feelings.

PART 3 · YOUR TURN (SAMPLE ANSWER)

On the day of the robotics final, I learned that our team’s code had erased the emergency stop command. While I
searched for the backup file, my little brother used the practice robot to chase a sandwich across the gym. His
ridiculous chase made the waiting crowd laugh, but it also gave me a moment to think clearly and tell the judges the
truth. The comic subplot briefly slows the tense drama and supports the theme that honesty matters more than a
prize.

Accept answers that identify the serious plot as drama and the banner events as a comic subplot. Students may
describe the theme as honesty, responsibility, courage, or public safety, as long as they support the idea with
passage details.
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