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Names Tell Stories
How shared characteristics lead to regional labels

WG.1.a  “explaining how characteristics of regions have led to regional labels;”

NAME DATE

1 READ AND MARK Read it twice

YOUR JOB Circle each regional label. Underline the words or phrases that explain why people use that
label, then number the strongest evidence for each label.

Why Regions Get Names

People often give regions informal labels to describe a trait they share. A label can point to

physical features, climate, resources, jobs, or crops. These names are useful shortcuts, but they do

not create sharp borders. A region changes gradually, and not every place inside it has every trait.

To explain a regional label, geographers connect the name to evidence. They ask what

characteristic is common enough and noticeable enough for people to use the same name for a

broad area.

1

In the northeastern and midwestern United States, the label Rust Belt grew from the area's long

history of heavy industry. Cities such as Pittsburgh and Cleveland developed steel mills, factories,

rail lines, and ports that carried raw materials and finished goods. When many factories closed or

reduced production in the late twentieth century, vacant industrial buildings and job losses

became visible signs of change. The word rust suggests aging metal, so the label connects the

region's industrial past and decline to a memorable image.

2

Farther south and west, Sun Belt refers to a broad band of states known for warm, sunny

conditions and rapid population growth after World War II. Many people moved there for milder

winters, newer housing, and jobs in industries such as aerospace, technology, and services. Air

conditioning also made hot summers easier to manage. The name emphasizes climate, yet the

label became widely used because climate affected migration, settlement, and economic growth.

Like other regional labels, it describes a pattern, not an exact boundary.

3
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2 ANSWER WITH EVIDENCE Use the passage

1 What characteristics and changes led people to use the label Rust Belt?

2 How does the word rust connect to the meaning of Rust Belt?

3 Name two characteristics that led people to use the label Sun Belt, and explain how one of them affected
the region.

4 How are the reasons for the labels Rust Belt and Sun Belt different?

3 YOUR TURN Your own words

Choose a real broad area in the United States. Write exactly two sentences that give the area a regional
label, name at least two shared characteristics that support the label, and explain why the label describes
a pattern rather than an exact boundary.
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PART 1 · READ AND MARK

Circle each regional label. Underline the words or phrases that explain why people use that label, then
number the strongest evidence for each label. Accept any marking that follows this job and points at the
right text.

PART 2 · ANSWERS

# QUESTION ANSWER

1 What characteristics and changes led
people to use the label Rust Belt?

The area had a long history of heavy industry,
including steel mills and factories. Later
factory closures, vacant industrial buildings,
and job losses showed industrial decline.

2 How does the word rust connect to the
meaning of Rust Belt?

Rust suggests aging metal. It creates an image
that connects the region's industrial past and
decline.

3 Name two characteristics that led people
to use the label Sun Belt, and explain how
one of them affected the region.

The Sun Belt had warm, sunny conditions and
rapid population growth. Its climate
encouraged migration, settlement, and
economic growth.

4 How are the reasons for the labels Rust Belt
and Sun Belt different?

Rust Belt is based mainly on a history of heavy
industry and later industrial decline. Sun Belt
is based on warm climate and the migration
and economic growth connected to that
climate.

PART 3 · YOUR TURN (SAMPLE ANSWER)

The Corn Belt is a regional label for much of the Midwest because fertile soil, a suitable growing season,
and widespread farms produce large corn crops. The label describes a farming pattern across a broad
area, not a precise border.

Accept accurate labels that are supported by at least two relevant shared characteristics. Students should
explain a connection between the label and the characteristics and recognize that regional boundaries
are not exact.
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